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CLASS GROUP L-FUNCTIONS
W. DUKE, J. FRIEDLANDER, anp H. IWANIEC

To Professor Wolfgang Schmidt on the occasion of his sixtieth birthday.

1. Introduction. We consider the imaginary quadratic field K = Q(,/ —D) of
discriminant — D. Our main interest here is to study the L-functions of K which
are attached to the characters of the class group #. Letting y € # be such a
character, we denote

Lg(s, ) = Y x(@(Na)™, (1.1

where a ranges over nonzero integral ideals, and Na is the norm. Thus we have
h = h(—D) = |#| such L-functions. It is known that the “class number” h satisfies

D¥?¢* « h« D" logD. (1.2)

Here the lower bound (ineffective) is due to C. L. Siegel [Si], and the upper
bound is elementary.

For the trivial character y = 1, the L-function is just the Dedekind zeta-
function of K and can be expressed as {x(s) = {(s)L(s, xp), where {(s) is the
Riemann zeta-function and L(s, xp) is the Dirichlet L-function for the field
character yp(n) = (—D/n). More generally, if y is real we have Kronecker’s
factorization

LK(S$ X) = L(S, XDI)L(S’ XD2)a (13)

where —D = D, D, is some factorization into fundamental discriminants —D,
and —D,, see [Si2, pp. 81 and 91]. Of course the number 2°®~* of such real
characters is quite small in comparison to h when D is large.

The L-functions defined in (1.1) for Re s > 1, where the series converges abso-
lutely, possess an analytic continuation to the whole complex s-plane. They are
entire functions except for {(s), which has a simple pole at s = 1 of residue

res {x(s) = L(1, yp) = 2nhw D712, (1.4
s=1
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where w is the order of the unit group. This is the famous Dirichlet class number
formula. Moreover every L(s, ) satisfies the functional equation

O(s, ) = @(1 — 5, ), (1.5)
where
@(s, ) = (2m) T (s)D*2L(s, x)- (1.6)

All the above properties follow at once from the integral representation due to
E. Hecke [He];

O(s, x) + 6, hw™isTI (1 —5)7t = va W™ + u)S(u, x) du, 1.7)
1

where 6, = 1if y = 1 or else it vanishes, and
S, 1) = Y. 1(a) exp(—2nuNa//D). (1.8)

Our primary purpose is to give bounds for Lg(s, ) at points on the critical line
s = 1/2 + it. We shall concentrate on the dependence of these bounds on D rather
than s. By the trivial estimate | Lg(s, )] < {(0)? < 6%(d — 1)72 on the vertical line
Re s = o = 1 + (log D)%, the functional equation (1.5), and the convexity princi-
ple of Phragmen-Lindeldf, one gets immediately that

Ly (s, y) < s(1 — s)DY*(log D)? (1.9)
on the critical line s = 1/2 + it. One can do a bit better with respect to D by using
the integral representation (1.7). Indeed we get |®(s, x)| < 4hw™ + ®(1/2, 1) if
x # 1, whence

Lg(s, y) < (ch nt)*2hD~14, (1.10)

For a real character y the convexity bound (1.9) as well as (1.10) can be im-
proved substantially using the celebrated estimate of D. Burgess

L(s, xp) < |s||D|¥¢*=. (1.11)
This yields by (1.3) that for y real,
Lg(s, y) < s(1 — s)D316*¢, (1.12)

We wish to get a comparable improvement for Lg(s, y) with a general class
character. To do this we intend to apply the method of our previous works
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[FI], [DFI1], [DFI2]. This requires us to study various mean values of these
L-functions. ~
It is quite easy to evaluate L(s, x) on average as y varies in 5%.

THEOREM 1. If Re s = 1/2 we have

r{ —s (/D) >
%ZGZ%LK(&XPC(25)+C(2—-28) (r(s)s)(%) +0(e™P). (1.13)

In particular, at the special point s = 1/2 this is log(\/B/Sn) +74+ 0" \/’_’).

With more work, but still using mostly elementary means, we shall establish an
asymptotic formula for the second power-moment.

THEOREM 2. If Re s = 1/2 we have
1
M Y, 1Lk(s, )I* = Ip(s) + O(L(L, xp)), (1.14)
xe X

where the main term Ip,(s) is given as the sum of residues of w™*D*"*2L(v, yp)H(v)
at v=1, 2s, 2 — 2s. Here H(v) is a meromorphic function on the whole complex
plane determined in Section 6 which does not depend on D.

A complete analytic expression for H(v) may be obtained by inserting (6.5) and
(6.10) into (6.20). To compute the residues, we can use the Laurent series expan-
sions (6.13) and (6.14). From these we find that in the half-plane Re v > 1/2, the
poles are at v = 1, 25, 2 — 2s (all on the line Re v = 1). The pole at v = 1 has order
4 if s = 1/2, and it has order 2 if s # 1/2. In the latter case, the additional poles at
v = 2s, 2 — 2s are simple. Therefore, if s = 1/2 we have

Ip(1/2) = Y jr<s cuLP(1, xp)(log D), (1.15)
and if s # 1/2 we have
In(s) = co1(s)L(L, xp) log D + coo(s)L(1, xp) + ¢10(8)L'(s, ¥p)
+ ¢(s)L(2s, xp)D* 2 + c(1 — s)L(2 — 2s, xp)D**7*. (1.16)
Here the highest coefficients are quite simple, namely,
o3 = (WL(2)™ (1.17)
and

co1(s) = (12w{(2) ' {(25)(2 — 25). (1.18)



4 DUKE, FRIEDLANDER, AND IWANIEC

For c(s) see (6.26). The other coefficients look more complicated. We certainly
expect that the leading component of I;(s) is the one which has the highest power
of log D, but we cannot prove it yet. One can see this using the Riemann hypo-
thesis for L(s, xp), which yields

(log log D)™* « LY(2s, xp) « (log log D)*. (1.19)
Hence, if s = 1/2,
Ip(1/2) ~ co3 L(1, xp)(log D)3, (1.20)
and, if s # 1/2,
Ip(s) ~ co1(s)L(1, xp) log D. (.21

In both cases the asymptotic formula (1.14) is meaningful for large D since the
error term is smaller (albeit slightly) than the main term.

At the central point s = 1/2, we can estimate the main term [;(1/2) uncondi-
tionally; in fact, our lower bound has the right order of magnitude. First we shall
show that

Ip(1/2) < L(log D)*, (1.22)
where
L =Y (Na)™ exp(—2znNa//D). (1.23)
It follows by (1.11) that
L(1, yp)log D « L « L(1, yxp) log D + L'(1, yp). (1.24)

Since L'(1, xp) « (log D)?, we obtain unconditionally that
L(1, xp)(log D)? « I(1/2) « (log D)*. (1.25)
Assuming there is no Siegel zero for the character yp, we have

lL—'(l, 1p) < log D, (1.26)

and hence we can improve (1.25) to get

In(1/2) < L(1, xp)(log D)*. (1.27)
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Notice that Theorem 2 yields the convexity bound for every individual Lg(s, )
(apart from the factor in s) by ignoring the remaining L-functions and using
positivity.

With a lot more work we shall establish a mean-value theorem in which the
error term saves a positive power of D.

THEOREM 3. If Re s = 1/2 we have

LT 1L D = Ig(9) + 56) + 0(D7%) (129

xe H
where I5)(s) is as in Theorem 2 and 1} (s) = w™c* (s)L(1, xp) is given by (11.17).

The first part [;(s) comes from the contribution of the relevant diagonal terms.
The second part I} (s) looks simple but is not easy to obtain; it emerges from the
off-diagonal terms which we shall treat in more detail than in Theorem 2 using
the spectral theorem for the modular group. More precisely, I, (s) comes from the
projection of a certain Poincaré series onto the constant eigenfunction (of eigen-
value 4, = 0). The problem of estimating the error term in (1.28) is even harder. It
reduces eventually to an equidistribution property of Heegner points (2.4) with
respect to the Poincaré measure on the hyperbolic plane which was established in
[Du].

The improvement (1.28) over (1.14) does not however lead to better bounds for
the individual L-functions. In order to effect such improvements, we follow ideas
from our earlier papers [FI], [DFI1], [DFI2] and give estimates for the second
power-moment weighted by a general character sum of type

e, )= Y. () (1.29)
q<Q
where
0 =2""9 3 ). (1.30)
49=q,(q,9)=1

Notice that y,(y) is real, and the sum is void unless every prime factor of g has
degree 1 and is unramified, i.e., yp(p) = 1 for every p|q. In this case

740 = 1 Re x(»%), (1.31)
r*lq
where pp = p. In particular, for the trivial character we have y,(1) = 1.

THEOREM 4. Let q > 1 and Re s = 1/2. We have

701 Lk(s, YI* < (g7 + ¢°D™7?8) D (1.32)
o

S| o=
=

where the implied constant depends on ¢ and s.
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With a little extra work one should be able to establish an asymptotic formula
in place of the estimate (1.32) as in the case of ¢ = 1 in (1.28), but we do not need
such a precise result. For the applications in this paper, the key issue is the
uniformity of (1.32) in both D and ¢. Such an asymptotic formula would reveal
that the term g~*? represents the right order of magnitude for the twisted mean
value in (1.32) (assuming that g has only prime factors of degree 1, is coprime with
D, and relatively small). However, the power ¢° in the second term could certainly
be reduced if we were more economical in some arguments.

Theorem 4 shows that if g has the size of a small positive power of D then, as y
runs over the group %, the sign change (or vanishing) of 7,(x) causes a con-
siderable cancellation of the terms y,(x)|Lk(s, x)|*. Now, as the bound for such a
twisted mean value is smaller than for the straight one, one may attempt to derive
a sharper bound for the individual Lg(s, x) by ignoring the contribution from the
remaining ones. Yet, at this point we cannot do so because the positivity is lost.
In order to restore the positivity, we average over g. From Theorem 4 one derives
easily the following theorem.

THEOREM 5. Let c, be any complex numbers for q < Q. If Re s = 1/2 we have

LS |atle, DLats DI < Iel*(1 + Q7D12%)Dr, (133)

hxe.#

where | c|| is the l,-norm of ¢ = {c,}.

The sum .o/(c, ¥) is often chosen with the object of smoothing out or “mollifying”
the behavior of the accompanying L-functions. In our case we deduce a sharp
bound for the individual Lg(s, y) by choosing o/(c, x) to “amplify” the contribu-
tion of the particular character y in which we are interested.

A natural choice of the coefficients is ¢, = 7y,(x) giving

o= 1,0 (1.34)

q<Q

Then we drop by positivity every term on the left-hand side of (1.33) other than
the one corresponding to x and divide by h™' /2, getting

L2(s, x) < hst 72 (1 + Q"D ™28) e, (1.35)

Hence it is evident that if o7, can be taken to be a power of Q when Q is a small
power of D, then we can save a power of D in comparison to the convexity bound
(1.9). To make ./, that large requires the existence of many primes of degree 1
having small norm. It is well known that finding such primes is a serious prob-
lem, and, indeed, interesting on its own. The corresponding obstacle in our earlier
works was sometimes trivial, other times not so, but always manageable.
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Later, in Section 15, we shall establish a number of results about primes of

degree 1 in K = Q(,/ — D) under various natural conditions. Under these condi-
tions we get a lower bound

s, > Q1P (1.36)

We need this for Q = D5**¢, say, with very small o If « < 1/1156 is available we
conclude from (1.35) that

Lg(s, x) « DY4e*e, (1.37)

One of the conditions which is sufficient to yield (1.36) for every « is that the
class number is large enough, or more precisely, that

J/D 3
h = h(-D) > fog D(log log D)?. (1.38)

This bound is probably always true since, by the Riemann hypothesis for the
Dirichlet L-function L(s, xp), much more follows, namely,

/D(log log D)™ « h(—D) « /D loglog D. (1.39)

Combining (1.37), (1.38), and (1.11) we derive a slight but unconditional improve-
ment over the trivial bound for Lg(s, ), namely, that

Lg(s, x) « DY*(log D)"'(log log D)3. (1.40)

Another condition which suffices for us to establish (1.36) is a nontrivial bound
for the field character sums. We require that

Y. xp(m) <« MD™" (1.41)

m<M

holds true if M > D* where n = n(x) > 0. Note that the Burgess estimate [Bu]
proves this condition for any « > 1/4, and the Lindel6f Hypothesis implies it for
any o > 0. If D has all prime factors < D¥, then (1.41) follows from Theorem 5 of
Graham and Ringrose [GrRi].

Finally we shall examine the set of exceptional discriminants —D for which
small primes, say p < D% of degree 1 occur rarely; see (15.16). For those D we
cannot claim (1.36). However, we shall show that the number of exceptional D’s
in any interval of type X < D < X? is bounded by a constant depending on «
alone; see (15.17). Therefore, given a, the number of exceptional discriminants
—D with 0 < D < Y is bounded by O(log log Y).
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THEOREM 6. Let y be a character of the class group of the field K = Q(,/ — D).
Then for Re s = 1/2 we have

Lgf(s, y) < DY47=*e, (1.42)

with a = 1/1156 subject to any one of the following conditions:
(i) the class number satisfies (1.38);
(ii) the field character sums satisfy (1.41) for all M > D*;
(iii) D is not a-exceptional.
The implied constant in (1.42) depends on ¢ and s.

Note that the estimate (1.42) is proved unconditionally for any D having all
prime factors < D?, with a = 1/1156, due to the result of Graham and Ringrose.
Also, the corollaries to Theorem 7 below are unconditional for such discriminants.

Since we do not display the dependence of our bounds in s, it may limit some
applications. But it is easy to see, by tracking the arguments, that the implied
constants in (1.32), (1.33), and (1.42) are « |T'(s)|"2 < e™*l, This is a rather poor
estimate in the s-aspect, yet sometimes it can be useful, for example, to derive a
nontrivial bound in the D-aspect for a quite short but sufficiently well-smoothed
character sum. In fact, one does not need to employ the class group L-functions
to get such a result since it is already implicit in Proposition 1 (see Section 4). We
infer from Proposition 1 the following theorem.

THEOREM 7. Let u > 1. We have
1
h 29018, NI < (@7 + g°DT 8Dy, (1.43)
Xe N

where T* means that the trivial character is omitted. Moreover, assuming that any
one of the three conditions from Theorem 6 holds with oo = 1/1156, we have

S(u, ) « u"Y¥2pi2-ate, (1.44)

The implied constant in the above estimates depends on ¢ only.

If the trivial character were present then (1.43) would be false since
Su) = Su, 1) = hw™u™" + O(u~"2D715*%), (1.45)

This follows from (1.4) and (1.13) by contour integration. Comparing (1.44) and
(1.45), one sees instantly that a nontrivial class group character changes values on
primitive ideals of norm « D'#428%*¢ The following corollaries are proved in
Section 17 below.

COROLLARY 1.  Suppose that any one of the conditions (i), (ii), (iii) holds true.

Then any coset of a subgroup of # contains nontrivial primitive ideals of norm
« k2D121578%¢ where k is the index.
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Corollary 1 is related to the work of Baker and Schinzel [BS], who considered
the subgroup of the principal genus (squares of classes). In this case only real
characters are needed. Their result is unconditional, and the bounds for norms
are sharper since they used only Burgess’s estimate for character sums (an im-
provement was given in [H-B]). On the other hand, the genus cosets are quite
large, while Corollary 1 yields a nontrivial bound for smaller cosets.

COROLLARY 2. Suppose that any one of conditions (i), (ii), (iii) holds true.
Then any cyclic subgroup of # may be generated by an ideal of norm
&« k2DY2~1U578%¢ \where k is the index.

After Gauss [Ga, Art. 306], a discriminant —D is said to be regular if the
principal genus of # is cyclic. Since in this case k « D? we deduce from Corollary
2, under one of our assumptions, that the principal genus of a regular discriminant
—D may be generated by an ideal of norm « D'#%28%*¢_ This is somewhat analo-
gous to the (unconditional) bound p'**¢ of Burgess [Bu] for the smallest primi-
tive root modulo p. Of course, the structure of the class group s is much more
mysterious than that of the multiplicative group of integers modulo p. Thus, even
the existence of infinitely many regular discriminants is not known. However,
the numerical evidence supports the existence of a large positive proportion of
regular discriminants [Bue]. In fact, it has been conjectured in [Ge] that the
proportion of regular to all negative discriminants is ({(6) [ [,54 {(n)) ™" & .8469.

Remarks. In this work our arguments stay within the quadratic field K =
Q(./ —D) as much as we can afford in order to prove a number of results about
the class group in addition to the main Theorem 6. One could enter the theory of
automorphic forms at the beginning since, for a complex class group character,
Lg(s, x) is just the L-function of the cusp form f(z) = S(—i\/Bz, x) of weight 1 for
the group I'y(D) and character yp, (f is a newform with 2y,(x) as the Hecke eigen-
values, and corresponds to a dihedral representation; cf. [Se]). This, however,
would not permit us to obtain another main result, Theorem 3. On the other
hand, we can see a larger objective, that of breaking the convexity estimates for
general automorphic L-functions of any integral weight and any Dirichlet charac-
ter. This more general setting opens the possibility of exploiting the full spectrum
of automorphic forms and may bring not only new results but also refine these
for the class group L-functions. We intend to investigate this possibility on an-
other occasion.

Acknowledgment. We thank Peter Sarnak for numerous discussions during
the course of this work. W.D and H.L are grateful to the Mathematics Depart-
ment of the University of Toronto for providing hospitality and financial support.

2. Ideals in K. We recall some basic facts about ideal theory in the quadratic
field K = Q(./ — D). Every rational prime p either factors as a product p = pp of
two primes (not necessarily distinct) each of which has norm p and degree 1 or
remains prime in K having norm p? and degree 2. In the first case p # P except
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for p|D (the ramified primes). The decomposition of p in K as above is character-
ized by values of the field character; yp(p) = 1, 0, —1, respectively. We say an
ideal is of degree 1 (respectively 2) if every prime factor has degree 1 (respectively
2). Every ideal # 0 factors uniquely as the product of one of each of these.

We shall often factor an integral ideal # 0 uniquely as (/)a where [ is a positive
integer and a is a primitive ideal, i.e., a has no rational integer factors other than
+ 1. Note that the primitive ideals are characterized by the condition

(a, ®)|/D. @.1)

The ring of integers ¢ <= K is a free Z-module of rank 2 generated by
0= [ 1 D+ z\/_D_:l .
2
Every ideal 0 # a < 0 is also a free Z-module. If a is primitive, then it is gener-

ated by
a= [a, %] , 2.2)

where a = Na, and b solves the congruence
b’+ D=0 (mod 4a) (2.3)

and is determined modulo 2a. Conversely, to every b (mod 2a) satisfying (2.3)
corresponds the ideal a generated by (2.2), and this is primitive. Therefore, there
exists a one-to-one correspondence between the primitive ideals and the points

; =b+l\/5 2.4)
2a

a

in the upper half-plane H = {z = x + iy: x € R, y e R*} determined modulo 1.
These will be called the Heegner points. The inverse a™! as a fractional ideal is a
free Z-module generated by

at=[12%,]. 2.5)

The primitive ideals correspond in one-to-one fashion to the quadratic forms
[a,b,c] =aX? + bXY +cY? with a, ¢ >0, (a,b,c) = 1, 4ac — b®> = D, and the
Heegner point is just the one of the two roots which lies in H.

The modular group I' = SL,(Z) acts on H by the linear fractional transforma-

tions
az=az+ﬁ if o= « B el.
vz + 6 y 0
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The set of Heegner points is mapped to itself. Precisely, we have

b+i/D_b°+iy/D
24 ac

2

where
a’ = ad® + byd + cy?
b’ = b + 2aPd + 2bPy + 2cay (2.6)
D = 4ac — b?.
Given a fundamental domain of I', say &, we put
Ap = {z, € Z: a primitive}. 2.7
The set Aj, is finite; its cardinality is just the class number |Ap| = h(—D). This

gives a one-to-one correspondence between the primitive ideals and the points of
the orbits

{oz: 6 e T,\I/T} forze Ap,

where I, is the stability group of z.
The above analysis can be generalized so as to replace the ring @ by an ideal
q < 0 such that

(9,9 =1. (2.8)

Consider the integral ideals a = q (i.e., divisible by q) which are primitive. The
inclusion a < q is expressed in terms of the Heegner point z, by the following
congruence conditions

a=0 (modg), b+i/D=0 (mod2q) (2.9)
where ¢ = Nq. From (2.6) it is clear that the group I = I;(g) acts on points z, for
a < q because it preserves the conditions (2.9). Given a fundamental domain of I,
say 92, we put

Ap(q) = {z. € 2: a c q, a primitive}. 2.10)

This establishes a one-to-one correspondence between the primitive ideals a < q
and the points of the orbits

{oz: 0 e T \I'/T,} for z € Ap(q).
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When dealing with various sums over the Heegner points z,, it is convenient
for technical reasons to remove the second congruence condition of (2.9). This
condition will disappear after summing over all factorizations of g = qq such that
(9, ) = 1. If g admits such a factorization, then every prime factor has degree 1
and is unramified; the number of such factorizations is then given by 2°@. In
other words, we shall take all the primitive ideals a = @ of norm Na=a=0
(mod g) rather than a = q only. Accordingly we introduce the set

Ap(q) = {z,€ 2: a =0 (mod g), a primitive}. 211

3. The average value of Lg(s, ). In this section we prove Theorem 1. We
have the following identity

LT H@Lgls ) = w (\/—B)_sc(zs)ma, s, (1)

xeH 2

where a is any primitive ideal, z, is the Heegner point, and E(z, s) is the Eisenstein
series for the modular group. To see this, recall that

((28)E(z,s)=y* .Y |m+ nz|7%. (3.2)

(m,n)#(0,0)

On the other hand, the left side of (3.1) is given by

Y (ND)T=wt(Na)y™ Y e F=wla YY)  |m+nz|7.
b~a O#aea (m,n)#(0,0)

Combining these we get (3.1).
The Eisenstein series at the Heegner point z, = (b + i\/B)/Za can be estimated
by using the Fourier expansion (see [Iw])
0 it
O)E(z, 5) = O@)y* + O(1 — s)y* = + 4y*2 ). < y (g) )K,.,(2nky) cos(2nkx),

k=1 \\mn=k

where O(s) = 7 °T'(s){(2s). The contribution from k > 1 is bounded trivially by
O(e ?™) for z in the standard fundamental domain. In particular, for given a we
choose z = z,, the Heegner point in this fundamental domain, getting from (3.1)
that

’ s 1-s
(g) F(S)% xszje’ X(a)LK(S’ X) = ®(S) <g> + @(1 - S) <\—2/-aB) + O(e-n\/l_’/a)'

This formula is very precise if a = Na is small compared to \/5 Taking a = (1)
we obtain Theorem 1.
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We are now ready to proceed to the second power-moment. By Fourier inver-
sion we get from (3.1) that

D\~ _
L(s, x)=W'l<4) (@s) % HOEss). (33)
Za€Ap
By Plancherel’s theorem we obtain
LS Les D = 2w DL Y B 9P (3.4)
h xe # Z,€Ap

Therefore, Theorems 2 and 3 are statements about the distribution of the values
of this Eisenstein series at the Heegner points. Since the Heegner points themselves
are equidistributed by a theorem of Duke [Du], one might hope to approximate
the right-hand side by the corresponding integral over the fundamental domain.
This leads to two problems, however. In the first place, the fact that the Eisenstein
series is not square-integrable causes technical difficulties. In the second place,
this method does not seem amenable to the twisted sums occurring in Theorem 4
and needed for the main applications. Therefore we shall use an alternative
approach.

4. Preliminary transformations. Denote by & the left-hand side of (1.32):

& = Y400 Lis, 01 (4.1)

xejf’

S| o=

The problem of evaluating . reduces to that of

M= Y 10106, 1) + 6, hwTisTHL — 572 4.2)

xeH

=0 -

Indeed, we have
M = 2r) M (s)|2DY2Z + h(ws(1 — 5))72 + 2@(s)(ws(1 — ). 4.3)
where, in the last term,
@(s) = (s, 1) = 2n) T (s) DLk (s)- 4.4)
This is quite small; namely, by (1.11) we have

®(s) < s(1 — s)|T(s)| D¥*6+2. (4.5)
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Next, using the integral representation (1.7), we transform .# into

M = J f @™+ ur) W™ + u3) M (uy, uy) duy du,, 4.6)
1 J1
where
1
My, uy) = 7 Y. Y08y, Sz, 1) 4.7)
xe X

and S(u, x) are defined by (1.8). We shall prove the following (see the conclusion
of Section 12).

ProrosITION 1. For any uy, u, > 1 we have

12+
h +0<(q'1/2 +q6D—1/28)<_2__) >, 4.8)
2

MUy, uy) =
(u, ) wiu u u U,

where the implied constant depends on ¢ only.

The contribution to .#(u,, u,) from the trivial character is h™'S(u,)S(u,) where
S(u) satisfies (1.45). Therefore, the trivial character contributes

h
hS(uy)S(uy) = — + O((uyuy)"'2D716%e), 4.9)
WU, U,

The main terms in (4.8) and (4.9) match. Subtracting, we infer that
M*¥uy, uy) < (@Y% + g°D7V28) (u,u,) V2D YE, (4.10)

Hence, taking u, = u, = u we obtain (1.43). The derivation of the individual
bound (1.44) goes by constructing an amplifier in the same fashion as (1.37) is
derived from Theorem 5. To this end, one needs the lower bound (1.36) which
will be established in Section 16. Applying this bound, we complete the proof of
Theorem 7.

Inserting (4.10) into (4.6) we get

M = h(ws(1 — 5))"2 + O((g"2 + g°D~128)pli2+e) 4.11)

Then, comparing this with (4.3), we complete the proof of Theorem 4.
Most of the problems from Section 1 are now transferred to the evaluation of
M(uy, u,). Using the orthogonality of characters, we obtain

-2
MUy, uy) =279 Y Ny exp (—E(ulal + u2a2)> , 4.12)
(qqaﬁfgl u‘11‘%:[%'2 \/B
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where a,, a, are the norms of a,, a,, respectively, and ~ denotes the ideal
equivalence. To proceed further we appeal to the theory of ideals of the field
K = Q(./ — D) described in Section 2. We write uniquely a,q = (I)a, where l is a
rational integer and a is a primitive integral ideal. Note that as [ ranges over
positive integers the principal ideal (I) is encountered w/2 times. Moreover, the
equivalence relation becomes a ~ a,, and the congruence condition (l)a=0
(mod g) becomes a = 0 (mod q;), where q;, = q/(/, q). Hence, the norm satisfies

a=Na=0 (modgq), 4.13)

where ¢; = g/(l, q) because (q, @) = 1. Furthermore, since a is primitive, the condi-
tion a =0 (mod q;) as q varies fixes the choice between p and p for all prime
factors p = pp of q,. For each remaining prime factor of g, we have two choices.
Therefore, given a satisfying (4.13), we have

#{9q: 03 = ¢,(9,) = 1, q; © a} = 2°@7°@,

Hence,

a~ 02
a=0(q)

My, uy) =— Z 270@ Yy exp(—T(ulq 12a + u2a2)>

where ) restricts the summation to primitive integral ideals. The equivalence of
ideals says that a, = (x)a with « € a™. Since a principal ideal determines its gen-
erator up to a unit, we obtain

My, uy) = 3 2 2@ Hy exp( \/Ba(ulq‘ll2 + uzlle"")).

aaea

a=0(q)
Every a corresponds to a Heegner point z, € H determined modulo 1, and a™! is
a free Z-module generated by [1, Z,]. Therefore « = m + nz,, where m, n run
freely over integers not both zero, giving

& -2
Muy, uz) = —5 Z 270@ Ny > exp( na(ulq'llz + uylm + nzalz)).
i=1 (m,n)#(0,0) a=0(g) \/_D-

The contribution from terms with n = 0 is called the diagonal part of #(u,, u,);
it is given by

MUy, uy) = —5 z 27%@ 2 Y exp(—\;ga(ulq”’l2 + uzmz)). 4.14)

m=1 a=0(q)

In other words, the diagonal part is the contribution from pairs of ideals whose
primitive kernels (the maximal rational-free factors) are equal.
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The contribution from the remaining terms (the off-diagonal pairs) is parti-
tioned into

Mt 1) = o 52700 S My ), @15

where

—T _
My, uy) =Y exp(Im . (u g 1% + uylm + nza|2)>. (4.16)

meZ a=0(q)

Integrating over u,, u, as in (4.6) we define the corresponding parts of /#;

foo (foo
MO = @S 4+ uS) WS + uy®) MUy, uy) duy du, 4.17)
J1 J1
foo (oo
Mt = @S + ur) WS + uys) Mt (uy, uy) duy du, (4.18)
J1 J1
foo (oo
My = @7+ u) @+ uy®) M, (g uy) duy du, . 4.19)
J1 J1

Therefore we have # = #° + 4" and

8

42, g
M= 53O Y M, (4.20)

In view of (4.3) we define the diagonal part of . by
F° = 2r|T(s)| 2D Y2.4°. 4.21)
The complementary part ¥ = ¥ — #° is given by
* = 2x|T(s)| 72D~ {l* — h(ws(1 — s5))™2 — 2@(s)(ws(1 — 5))"'}. (4.22)

5. Estimation of the diagonal part. We apply here mostly elementary means
to give simple, yet sharp estimates for the diagonal parts .#°(u,, u,) and #°.
To get an upper bound we proceed as follows:

—2na
exp| ————— w12 + u m2>
Za: p<\/l_)(l,q)(1 2qm?®)
—2na

] z“: exp < b (ugrl® + uzsm2)>
D\ (—=
< 1(q) (qu1u2> exp <ﬁ(u1 + u2)>L. (5.1

'ﬂo(ula uy) <

s
s

7]
K

Mis
Ms

0
A
E
I

rs=q
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For the last step in (5.1) we have applied the general inequality
[
x e Y e o x 12712
k=1

followed by a(u,r + u,s) = a(u, + u,) = 2a + u; + u, — 2. Recall that L is given
by (1.23). Integrating over u,, u,, we get
MO « 1(q)q”*DY?(log D)’L. (5.2)

Next we give a lower bound but only in the case of g = 1 and s = 1/2. In this
case

—2na

5 i i Za:’ exp( \/B (u, 12 +u2m2)>. (5.3)

'//lo(ul’ uZ) =

Hence, as before, we infer that

'//10(“15 uZ) > (

D\?, _, [—2na
“1“2) Za:a exp<ﬁ(u1+u2)).

Integrating over u,, u,, we obtain

2
MO > DY g7t <log+ \/B) . (5.4

0 2na
Then, using the asymptotic formula

Y (Na)™ ~(B—a)L(l, xp)log D, (5.5

D*<Na<DB

valid for any B > « > 3/8 (this can be proved by a standard contour integration
using (1.2), (1.4), (1.11)), we deduce that

Y'at (log’r {B)z »(log D> Y’ (Na)™

a a Na<Dl/2-y

» (log D)? Z (Na)™!
Na<D1/2—y

> (log D)2 Zl (Na)™* » (log D)L,
Na<DI/2+y

where y is a small positive constant. Hence, we conclude by (5.4) that

M° »> DY (log D)’L. (5.6)
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Finally we estimate L. By (5.5) we get the lower bound in (1.24). Moreover, we
have

1
L=_"— 27) " T ()DL (v + 1) dv
i (1/2)( )T (v) x( )
\/_‘5 ’ —1/16+¢
= L(1, xp) log—ﬁ + L'(1, xp) + O(D )s (5.7

by moving to the line Re v = —1/2 and using (1.11). Notice that the above error
term is negligible because L > 1 from the first term a = 1 in L. By (5.7) we get the
upper bound in (1.24).

6. Asymptotic evaluation of the diagonal part. In this section we examine .#°
for ¢ = 1 and any s on the critical line Re s = 1/2 with greater detail than given in
Section 5. First, we pull out the greatest common factor of I and m in (5.3) and
attach it to the ideal a, getting

2 —2na
'/”0 , — l2 + 2 ),
(uy, up) W;(I,Zm)zl exp( \/5 (uy u,m*)

where the outer summation ranges over all integral ideals. Next, using the
integral

1

X =___ I v ‘1
e 2 i o (U)x dv, (6 )
with ¢ > 1, we get by (5.3) that
./” (u u ) - —1 (D(U)G(u Uy, U) dv (6 2)
15 %2 2 i @ 1> %2> H *

where

G(uy, uy; v) = (uyl? + uym?)™. 6.3)

Ms
M8

Il
Il

1 m=1

,m)

=
Il
-

(

This can be expressed by means of the Eisenstein series for the modular group
whose properties are well known. Nevertheless, we choose a direct (really faster)
approach.

We begin by decoupling the variables u,, u, and I, m in (6.3) by means of the
following formula:

1
T +y)" =5 L ) L@ — 2)x™%y* ™" dz,



CLASS GROUP L-FUNCTIONS 19

with 1/2 <5 < o — 1/2. We get

\ n’ 1 —z,,0~2
G(uy, uy; v) = W i L:) O(2)O(v — 2)ui*uy * dz, 6.4)
where
O(z) = 17T (2){(2z). (6.5)

The function ©(z) is meromorphic on the whole complex plane, and it satisfies
the following functional equation (inherited from that for the Riemann zeta-
function):

0(z) = ©(1/2 — 2). (6.6)

Moreover ®(z) has only simple poles at z = 1/2 and z = 0 with the Laurent series
at z = 1/2 being

@) = %(z — 12 g+ oy (2 — 1/2) + ap(z — 1/2) + -, 6.7)

where oy = (1/2)(y — log 4n) and «, a,, ... are more involved constants.
Now we can integrate (6.4) over u,, u, explicitly getting

Gw) = f J @™+ ur) @3 + u3*)Gluy, uy; v) duy du,
1 J1

= n'T(®) " {(2v)"'R@),

where
1 1 1 1 1

R(v) = — - dz.
® 2niJ;")®(Z)®(v Z)<z—s+z— 1 +s><v——z—s+v—z— 1 +s> z
(6.8)

Inserting this into (6.2), after integration over u,, u, we arrive at

21 DY ()

0 — YT ) 2L R . 6.9
M=), ( : ) 20y L IRE) o (69)

Hence, we shall evaluate .#° by moving the integration to the vertical line
Re v =1/2 + & To this end we need an analytic continuation of R(v) to the half-
plane Re v > 1/2.
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Clearly (6.8) shows that R(v) is holomorphic in Re v > 1 as 5 can be chosen
arbitrarily close to 1/2. Since ®(z) decays exponentially on vertical lines, we can
move the contour in (6.8) from Re z = # to any line Rez =y with 0 <y < 1/2.
The poles may occur at z = 1/2, s, 1 — 5. If s ¢ 1/2 all poles are simple. In fact,
z = 1/2 is a removable singularity. At z = s the residue is

1 1

R,(v) = <m + v-———2s> ()0 — s), (6.10)

and at z = 1 — s the residue is given by the above expression with s changed into
1 —s. If s = 1/2 the only pole at z = 1/2 has order 2, and the residue is 2R, ,(v),
where

1 1 1 ,
Rl/z(v) =U—:I(1—J——1+ 2&0)@(1) - 1/2)—0—‘_—19(0—' 1/2). (6.11)
Gathering the above results, we obtain
R(v) = Ry(v) + R,_,(v) + R(v), (6.12)

where R(v) is given by the integral (6.8) on the line Re z = y with 0 < y < 1/2.

Since y can be chosen arbitrarily small, it proves that R(v) is holomorphic in
Re v > 1/2 and that R(v) decays exponentially on vertical lines. The other func-
tions R,(v) defined by (6.10) if s # 1/2 and (6.11) if s = 1/2 are holomorphic in
Re v > 1/2 except for a finite number of poles on the line Re v = 1, and they also
decay exponentially. If s # 1/2 then R (v) has simple poles at v =1 and v = 2s
(but not at v = s + 1/2) with the Laurent series

R,v) = (v — 1)10(5)0(1 — 5) + O(s) <®1(1_ "2:) +O(1— s)) o (6.13)
and
Ry(v) = (v — 25)7'O(s)? + O(s) (2?&9)1 + @’(s)) + -, (6.14)

respectively. If s = 1/2 then R,,(v) has only a pole at v = 1 of order 3. By (6.11)
and (6.7), we find that the Laurent series is

Rip@) =@ —1)72+ 2090 — 1)72 + 203(v — D™* + 2090y —ay ++. (6.15)

Finally, by (6.12) we obtain the desired continuation of R(v) to Re v > 1/2 with
poles at v = 1, 25, 2 — 2s as described above.
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Having established analytic properties of R(v) we can now evaluate #° by

moving the integration in (6.9) to the line Re v = 1/2 + &. From the poles on the
line Re v = 1, we get

p=2 Y. res <—\C> —CL)—L(U, 1o) [R,(v) + R, _,(v) + R(1)], (6.16)
w poles C(Z )

and the resulting integral on Re v = 1/2 + ¢ is estimated by using Burgess in-
equality for L(v, xp). We obtain

M° =P + O(D"*e*e), 6.17)
This yields the corresponding asymptotic for the diagonal part of &£ (see (4.21)),
= Ip(s) + O(D116%¢), (6.18)

Here the main term is given by
Ip(s) = 2| (s)| "D ~*2P; (6.19)

thus I,(s) is the sum of residues of w D' 2L(v, yp)H(v) at v =1, 2s, 2 — 2s,
where

H(v) = 21T ()| (0)¢(20) ' [Ry©) + R, ) + R(1)]. (6.20)

Recall that by (6.8)

R() =

—1 [ @2)C~22) ( 22— 1 )2

2mi P sin 7z (z—s)(z—1+5s)

where 0 < y < 1/2. We complete this section by computing quite explicitly the
residues in P.
If s = 1/2 there is only one pole at v = 1 of order 4, and the residue gives

_2_ (V/PYum),
P ‘@52( >C(2) e2b
Hence, by (6.15),

P=@ Y i, xp)(log D)* (6.22)

2 ji%is

<

for some constants c;. Here the highest coefficients is equal to co3 = 612w ™.
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If s # 1/2 there are three different poles at v = 1, 2s, 2 — 2s. Acoordingly P
splits into

P=P, + P+ P,_,,, (6.23)

say. The pole at v = 1 has order 2. By (6.13), the residue gives

P, = 2 res <ﬁ>v&L(U, Xp)

woet \ 2 ) C(2v)

x {200 — 1)1@(5)O(1 — ) + O'(5)O(1 — 5) + O'(1 — 5)O(s)}

6 ~
+ 5210, )R ()
= 2n) ' T(s)T(1 — S)\/B Y cu(s)LY(1, xp)(log D)* 6.24)
jHk<1

for some coefficients c;(s) depending on s. The highest coefficient is equal to
Co1(5) = 2m®w)™1{(25)¢(2 — 2s). The pole at v = 2s is simple. By (6.14) the residue
gives

2 2
P, = W(?) %L(ZS, )0 = 20 'TET(L — )D*c(s)L2s, 1p), (6.25)
where
c(s) = 2n2w) 1 (2n) " BT ()T (1 — 5)71L(2s)3L(4s) L. (6.26)

Finally, putting together (6.24) and (6.25) for both s and 1 — s, we obtain from
(6.23) the desired expression for P in the case of s # 1/2.

7. Estimation of the off-diagonal part. In this section we give an elementary
estimate for the off-diagonal part .#*. We shall do so only for g = 1 since this is
what is needed to complete the proof of Theorem 2. In this case (4.15) and (4.16)
become

4
)l

23 3 M) (.0

n=

M8

'/”+(u1’ u2) =

Il
ot
et

and

-z
MUy, uy) =Y Zz exp (Im . 1% + uylm + nza|2)) . (7.2)

a me a
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First, summing over m we get

D 1/2 2a D
MUy, uy) < 2;' ({a—) exp(—nulllﬁ — nu,n? —2\/7_>

D (L) o252 i)

<Y exp (% — nln, /u1u2> < hexp(—ning/uu,). (7.3)

Next, summing over I, n we get
My, uy) < hexp(—my/uyuy). (7.4)
Finally, integrating over u,, u, as in (4.18), we conclude that
MY < h. (7.5)

Inserting (7.5) into (4.22) and using (4.5), we obtain the corresponding estimate
for the off-diagonal part of #:

L« D V2 h < L(1, xp). (7.6)
Then, combining with (6.18), we arrive at
& =lIp(s) + O(L(1, xp))- (7.7

This completes the proof of Theorem 2.

For the proof of Theorem 3 we must refine the estimate (7.5). Our goal is an
asymptotic formula for the off-diagonal part #™* in which the error term saves a
fixed positive power of D. To get a result that strong we shall employ the spectral
theory of automorphic functions.

8. Spectral expansion of the off-diagonal part. Recall that .#* is given in (4.18)
in terms of .#*(u,, u,), defined in (4.15), which is in turn a sum over .#,,(u,, u,),
defined by (4.16). In this section we establish a spectral expansion for ., (u,, u,).

By the correspondence described in Section 2, we arrange the summation over
ideals in (4.16) into the orbits of Heegner points (2.4) in the set (2.11) with g
replaced by g, = g/(l, q) with respect to the group I' = I'y(g,). We obtain

"/{ln(ula “2) = Z Irzl_IPln(Z)’ (8'1)

ze Ap(ap
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where

P,2)=Y Y exp( —n (u g% + uy\m + n'yzlz)). 8.2)

meZ yel \I' Im vz

Clearly P, (z) is an automorphic function bounded on H (in fact, it has exponen-
tial decay at all cusps), so it is square-integrable on the fundamental domain of I".
Therefore, the spectral theorem [Iw] gives

1 (= 1
Pu2)=3 <P, w>ulz)+) EJ‘ <P, E.,> E,c(z, 3 + it) dt,
J K )
where {u;(z)}, j =0, is an orthonormal system of cusp forms together with the
constant function uy(z) = V™2 for the eigenvalue A, =0, and E,(z,v) is the
Eisenstein series associated with cusp « for the group I' = I'y(q,).
Summing over the Heegner points, we get

| 1
'/”ln(u13u2)=z<le uj> m"'ZEJ <le Ex> VVx<_+it> dt, (83)
Jj K —00

2
where
W= Y LI u(2) (8.4)
zeAp(q)
and
W)= Y ||7Edzv). (8.5)
zeAp(a)

The sums W, and W, (v) are called Weyl sums for the Heegner points of level g;.

The main term in the asymptotic formula for .#,,(u,, u,) will come from the
projection onto the constant eigenfunction. This indicates that the Maass forms
are natural harmonics for the study of sums over ideals of a quadratic field. For
further evidence of this, see the evaluation of the Weyl sums.

9. Evaluation of the inner products. Define the linear operator U,, acting on
automorphic functions by

U,00)= Y Q<z+£). ©.1)

v (mod n)
2
imr):

By (8.2) we may write

P@=Y Y exp(—(a+ﬁ‘§+vz

yeI' v(modn)
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with « = nu,q 1% and B = nu,n>. Now, suppose Q(z) has at most polynomial
growth. Then, by the unfolding method we get

{Py, @) = L exp(—(a + Blz1)y ™) U,0(z)dpz. ©.2)

Next, suppose Q(z) is an eigenform with eigenvalue A = 1/4 — v2, so that it has a
Fourier expansion of the type

Q(z) = y'? (Ay" + By + p(k)Kv(27rlkly)e(kx)> .

k+#0

Then n'U,Q(z) has a Fourier expansion as above but supported on k =0
(mod n). We insert the Fourier series for U,Q(z) into (9.2), interchange the sum-
mation with the integration, and compute the resulting integrals for each k = 0
(mod n) separately.

We shall use the following formulas (see [GR, 3.462.2, 3.471.9, 6.653.2]);

Jw exp(—ax? + 2bx) dx = \/n/a exp(b?/a), 9.3)
f " exp(—ay™ — by)y*t dy = 2(a/b)"K,(2/ab), 9.4)
0
® ab a* + b? B
L exr><—5; - Tab—))) K,(y)y™ dy = 2K, (a)K,(b). 9.5

First, we integrate in (9.2) horizontally, using (9.3), to get

f " exp(—By~'x?)e(kx) dx = (”_By)m exp(—n;kzy ) :

Then we integrate vertically to get

© o o\ "2 o\ "2
J exr><—; - ﬂy> (Ay* + By™)y ' dy = 2(A (79) + B(E) >KV(2\/@),

0o

by (9.4), and

fw exp( —g - (ﬁ + "Z‘Z>y)1<v(2nlk|y)y* dy = 2K,2./aP)K, (2n|k| ﬁ)

0o
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for k # 0, by (9.5). Collecting these results, we conclude that

(Py Q> =2 1K(zf AU,Q| i 9.6)
f

where we recall that & = nu;q!1% and B = nu,n>.
For the constant function Q(z) = uy(z) = V™2 of zero eigenvalue we have

v=1/2and
1/2
K e’,
12() = <2 y)

1/2
(P, upy =171 (u ;1 V) exp<—2nln /ulquz). 9.7)
1%2

The other spectral eigenforms (cusp forms and the Eisenstein series) with eigen-
value A = 1/4 — v? > 1/4 satisfy

whence

0(2) < Ay + y™12), ©-8)

where the implied constant is absolute (see Lemma 14.1). Hence
(P, @ < @™ + B7P)|K,(24/aB)I.
From the trivial bound
K,(y) < A 4y7le™?,

valid for 4 any positive constant, we conclude that

{P,, Q> <« A 4q exp ( —nln /“1‘1“2) . 9.9)

10. The Weyl sums for Eisenstein series. For notational simplicity, we shall
carry out the computations for the level g since the case of q, = g/(l, q) is the
same.

The Weyl sum W, (v) of an Fisenstein series E,(z, v) for the group I' = Iy(q)
over the Heegner points z € Ap(q) will be expressed in terms of the L-functions of
the field K = Q(,/ — D),

Ly(s, ¥ o N) = Ty (No) (o)™, (10.1)

where ¥ is a Dirichlet character to modulus d|q.
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First we consider, for Re v > 1, the Eisenstein series given by

E(z,v)= Y (Imagl'yz). (10.2)

yeLL A\l

Here T, is the stability group of the cusp «, and o, is a scaling matrix which has
the following properties:

6,0 =k, 07T, =T,. (10.3)

The scaling matrix o, is determined by the cusp « up to a translation on the right
side, and the Eisenstein series does not depend on the choice of o,, nor on the
choice of k within its equivalence class. Every cusp for the group I'y(g) is equiva-
lent with exactly one rational number of the type

= 2 with (4, 8) = 1, (10.4)

where g = rs and ¢ is determined modulo d = (r, s). Thus, the total number of
inequivalent cusps is given by

m(g) = Y. ¢(d), whered = (r,s). (10.5)

rs=q

For « of this type, we may take the scaling matrix

o = (Kﬁ - léﬁ> , (10.6)

where y = gsd ™!, whence

ot = ( 0 Iy ) (10.7)

—V1 xS

These facts can be found in Section 2 of [DI].
Now, by the correspondence described in Section 2 of this paper, we infer by
unfolding that

W)= X )Il"zl"Ex(Z,v)= " (Imog'z,)". (10.8)

zeAp(g a=0(q)

In the last sum a ranges over the primitive ideals of norm Na = a divisible by g,
and the double prime means that the points o, 'z, are identified if they differ by
an integral translation.
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Recall that

a

z, = #, b + D = 4ac. (109)

The linear fractional transformation (10.7) maps the Heegner point z, to another
one of the form

oolz, = %?, B? + D = 4AC (10.10)

(in the denominator we have extracted the factor g/d to simplify the forthcoming
notation), where

A=as™!
B=2ats' —b (10.11)
C = at®’s™' — bt + cs.

Conversely, a point (10.10) corresponds to (10.9) with
a=As
b=2A4t—- B (10.12)
c=(At? — Bt + C)s7*.

The condition that a, b, ¢ are integers with a = 0 (mod g) is equivalent to the
condition that A4, B, C are integers such that 4 = 0 (mod r) and

At? =Bt +C=0 (mods). (10.13)
Substituting A = (B? + D)/4C, these conditions become
B>+ D=0 (mod4Cr)
(10.14)
(B—2Ct)>+ D=0 (mod 4Cs),
where £ is a fixed integer such that tf = 1 (mod s). Since the points (10.10) are

identified in the sum (10.8) by integral translations, it means that B ranges modulo
2Cq/d. Therefore, inserting (10.10) into (10.8) we obtain

Wi(o) = (%) e, (10.15)
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where 1(C) denotes the number of solutions to the system of congruences (10.14)
in B (mod 2Cg/d).

Next we evaluate #(C). To achieve symmetry we change B into B + Ct, getting
a new system

(B+Ci?+D=0 (mod4Cr)
(10.16)
(B—CtH?>+ D=0 (mod4Cs),

which has the same number of solutions as (10.14). Subtracting, we infer that
B = 0 (mod d). Changing B into Bd, we get

(Bd+Ci* +D=0 (mod4Cr)
(10.17)
(Bd— Ct)>+ D=0 (mod 4Cs),

where now B ranges modulo 2Cqd ~2 (note that d?|g). If there is any solution in B,
then C must satisfy the following condition

C?+D?=0 (modd), (10.18)

which we henceforth assume to hold true. In particular, this condition implies
that (C,d) = 1.

We continue to modify the system (10.17) with the intention of splitting it into
independent congruences. To this end we make two variables X (mod 2C) and
Y (mod gd~2) out of B by writing B = X + 2CY. In these variables the system
(10.17) is equivalent to the following three congruences:

(Xd+ Ci)* +D=0 (mod 4Cd) (10.19)
CdY? + (Xd + CHY + A* =0 (mod r/d) (10.20)
CdY?* +(Xd— CHY + A~ =0 (mod s/d), (10.21)

where A* = [(Xd + Ct)? + D] (4Cd)™*. Given any X satisfying (10.19), we first
count the solutions in Y of (10.20)—(10.21). Notice that the moduli r/d and s/d
are coprime so that we can count separately. In fact, by the Chinese remainder
theorem, this reduces to counting the solutions to prime moduli p. If p|Cd, there
is one solution, and if p } Cd, there are two solutions because the congruence

x>+ D=0 (mod p)

has two solutions (recall that p|g, so p has degree 1 in the field K = Q(,/ —D)).
From this local consideration we infer that the number of Y (mod gd~2) sat-
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isfying (10.20)—(10.21) is equal to 2", where n is the number of prime factors of
qd~? which do not divide Cd, so

n = w(g) — o(d) — o((g, C)). (10.22)

This number does not depend on X. Since (C, d) = 1 the number of X (mod 2C)
which satisfy (10.19) is equal to the number of solutions to

X2+ D=0 (mod4C) (10.23)

by a change of variables, and the latter is equal to v(C), the number of primitive
ideals of norm C. More precisely, every solution to (10.23) corresponds to the
ideal

fexp).

Therefore
1(C) = 20@-e@=-w(@.CNy(C) (10.24)

if C satisfies (10.18), or else v(C) vanishes.
Inserting (10.24) into (10.25), we obtain

W, (v) = (Lf ) Q0@ 0@y e@O)Cy, (10.25)

C2+ D2 =0(d)

where the summation ranges over the primitive ideals whose norm satisfies the
congruence (10.18). Observe that if q is squarefree, then d = (r, s) = 1, so that all
the Weyl sums are equal.

To remove the congruence (10.18) we employ the Dirichlet characters
(mod d). Put

po¥) =279 > Y(d). (10.26)
82+D=0(d)
Then
) )pp@)x/_/(t)w(c) =2"9@ (10.27)

m ¥(mod d

if C satisfies (10.18), or else the sum vanishes. Hence, by (10.25) we obtain

_ (d/D\2°@ o
W (v) = (—-2q—> @ ng Y Y (O)pp(W)G(, ¥), (10.28)
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where

G(v, y) = Y 27y () e

-(x wc)c-")( 2 wc)c-v)
(c,9)=1 clg®

- E LK(D, '// ° N) (c) —v>_1 ( ._u>
> Lon ) ( % 2@ ) (T vl

clg®
-3 I:;;%;)M [T0+ 20~ = p™)™)7 A — ¥ @™
W LK(U, ° N) —on—

Inserting (10.29) into (10.28) we arrive at the following formula:

322 L Fom® L) oy
e < o(d) w(mzo:da) ) L0, ¥) lp_ll(l + ¥(p)p )(1.0 N

This formula was derived for Re v > 1, but it is valid everywhere by analytic
continuation.

For v on the line Re v = 1/2 we obtain by Burgess’s estimate that

W,(v) « v(1 — v) D716+, (10.31)

where the implied constant depends on ¢ only.
For the cusp k = oo the formula (10.30) simplifies into

= f) {k(v) (q) —v)-
W, () = —( C(20)2 g Q+p™t (10.32)
Hence, by (1.4),
res W, (v) = 2°@hy 1, (10.33)
v=1
where
T 1
V== 1+- 10.34
3 1 pla ( * P) ( )
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is the volume of the fundamental domain of I'y(g). In fact, the residue of the Weyl
sums at v = 1 is the same for any cusp because it is true for the Eisenstein series;
namely, for any cusp x we have

res E (z,v) = V7! (10.35)

v=1

see Lemma 3.7 of [DI]. Hence, we compute the Weyl sum W, for the constant
eigenfunction uy(z) = V12, getting

W, = 2°@hy ~12, (10.36)
11. The projection on the constant eigenfunction. The additional contribution
I3 (s) to the main term in (1.28) will come from the off-diagonal part £* given by
(4.22). This part will get its main term from that of .#* after subtracting the
quantity h(ws(1 — s))~2 which has emerged from the trivial character. Then, in
turn, the main term of .#™* will be derived from the projection on the constant
eigenfunction uy(z) = V12 in the spectral expansion (8.3). In this section we shall
evaluate this projection asymptotically.
We denote
MUy, ty) = (P, tig) W . (11.1)

By (9.7) and (10.36), together with (10.34), with g upgraded to g, = g/(l, ), we get

-1
My, u) = —(“1 u,q)”1"? ¢ q)zw(ql) [1 <1 + 1> exp("2nln \/E) .
! plg; 14 q

(11.2)
Inserting this into (4.15), we get

12h uu
% = 125 (2n [H2¥2) 11.3
'//l (“1’“2) nwz(ulqu) q( T q ) ( )

su:i

where

||M8

n (1 + 1>_1 exp(—Inx).
plg; 14

To evaluate S,(x), we use (6.1), getting

S,(x) = 5175 L i x T ()¢ (v)A(v) dv (11.4)
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with ¢ > 1, where

© -1
Av) = l; Gl ] (1 + %)

plg;

N\ &
=H<1 +—) Yot I1 a+p™
plg D =1

prl.@),pta/(l,9)

=Ila+p [T -p™)

pla

1
X 1“[ {1 +p—v+ +p—(a—1)v+pa<1 +;) Z p—ﬁ(1+0)}

e B>za

={1+0) [T {A+p+-+p @ )A+p™)' A~ p™ ) + p™}

r*lq

={(1 + v)T,(v), (11.5)

say, where T;(v) is the above finite product. Clearly T,(v) is an entire function such
that

T(1)=1 (11.6)
| T,(v)] < t(q) inRev>=0. (11.7)
By (11.4) and (11.5) we obtain
S,(x) = %j x"T () ()1 + v) Ty(v) dv. (11.8)
i J o)

Moving the integration to the line Re v = ¢ with 0 < ¢ < 1, we get by (11.6) that
5,x) = {2)x7! + S} (%), (11.9)

where S}(x) is given by the integral (11.8) on the line Re v = ¢. Accordingly, by
(11.3) we split

My, u) = w2 (uyuy) ™ + MO (g, uy), (11.10)

1
MOy, u,) = %};(uluzq)“qub <2n /'i:l) . (11.11)

say, where
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Here, by the trivial bound S} (x) « x~*z(g) we have
MOy, up) < hq7 o (uyuy) T,

where the implied constant depends on ¢ only.
Next, integrating (11.10) over u,, u, as in (4.18), we obtain

MH¥ = h(ws(1 — 5))"2 + O(hq™1?*®).
More precisely,
ME = h(ws(1 — 5))"2 + M7,
say, where
MO =12k~ w™2g7 2 (s)

and

2 (@ +u) W + w2’ ( /uluz)
L(s) = Sl 2n [—=)du, du,.
q( ) J‘1 .[1 (ui“z)l/2 ! q 1

By (11.8), with ¢ = ¢, we integrate over u,, u,, explicitly getting

L) = J (ﬁ) T){@){(1 + v) T(v)v*
(e

2mi 2n) w+1—25)2@v—1+ 257

For g = 1, this simplifies a bit as follows:

I(s) dv.

_4 ‘[ 2n) T )1 + v)v*
T 2mi J (0 + 1= 2520 — 1 + 29

dv.

(11.12)

(11.13)

(11.14)

(11.15)

(11.16)

Hence, by the duplication formula for the gamma function, we can also write

2 O(v/2)O(—v/2)v?
19 =55 L, PR g o

From (11.13)—(11.16) we find that the main term of ™ in (4.22) when g = 1 is

159 = 12 TOT( ~ YOLE ).

This is the additional contribution to the main term in (1.28).

(11.17)
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12. Evaluation of the off-diagonal part. In this section we evaluate 4%
asymptotically with an error term which saves a power of D. This saving is due to
nontrivial estimates for the Weyl sums, which is the main ingredient in this work.
For those sums which are associated to the Eisenstein series, we have just estab-
lished (10.31) and (10.36). We still need similar estimates for the sums W, asso-
ciated to the cusp forms u;(z), j > 1. The following estimate will be established in
the next two sections:

W, < ASq3D1328%e, (12.1)

Here we use this result to complete the proofs of Theorem 3, Proposition 1 and
Theorem 4. Multiplying by the estimate (9.9), we get

(P up W, << A7 exp(—nln /“—lq'ﬁ> pians+e, (122)

where A is any positive constant. We choose 4 = 2 and take the bound

s

At«V, (12.3)

Jj=1

which follows by Weyl’s law, where V is the volume given by (10.34). Next sum-
ming over [, n, we get

= [uily q \" ( [t Uy
—zln | —2 )« exp| —
Z ( q > (“1 “2) P q

Then, integrating over u,, u, as in (4.18), we get

)dul du,

[ ool

Collecting (12.2)—(12.5), we infer that the contribution from the cuspidal spectrum
in (8.3) to .4~ is bounded by

uMg

) loggq. (124)

« (log g)%. (12.5)

Uy,

M * (cuspidal) « qéD1328%¢, (12.6)

We deal with the contribution from the continuous spectrum in the same man-
ner. We have (10.31) in place of (12.1) and

) ;1,; _w < m(g) 12.7)

1+ v?
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in place of (12.3), where m(g) denotes the number of inequivalent cusps (the multi-
plicity of the continuous spectrum) given by (10.5). We obtain

M *(continuous) « gD"16%¢, (12.8)

Finally, we recall that the contribution .#* from the zero eigenvalue has been
evaluated in Section 11. Combining these sections we complete the proof of The-
orem 3 (here we need only the results for ¢ = 1). Also, using (5.2), we complete the
proof of Proposition 1 (for any g) and Theorem 4 as its consequence.

13. Weyl sums as Fourier coefficients. Next we will realize the needed Weyl
sums for u; in terms of the Fourier coefficients of an associated Maass cusp form
f; of weight 1/2, which is related to u; by means of a theta correspondence. Ap-
plying a result from [Du], the proof of (12.1) is reduced to an estimate for the
L,-norm of f;.

For fixed ge Z* and m = (m,, m,, my), let F(m) = m3 — 4qm,;m,, and define
for any n # 0 the hyperboloid

H,={meR*Fm=n and m; >0if n<0}.
H, is acted on by G, the connected component of the identity of
{§ € SL4(R); F(gm) = F(m)}.

For n < 0 we have the bijection H, — H defined by

with inverse map

/ 2
zZ - 'm =___M __l_’x’li .
2q 2

oy
This induces a homomorphism G — G given by
x B o* g vq
< 6) =g §= |2qB6 od+ By 2ay (13.1)
! @  af o
so that gz, = z;, and gm, = m,,. Its kernel is {11}, and it is surjective since
G/+1 and G are connected and have the same dimension. For I = I'y(g), we have

from (12.1) that

F<GnSLB3, 2). (13.2)
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Let H* be the set of all oriented geodesics on H, so
H* = {C(xy, x5): X1, X, € RU {0}, x; # x,},

where C(x,, x,) is the unique directed geodesic from x; to x,. Now H* is acted
upon transitively by G = SL(2, R) by linear fractional maps, and for n > 0 we
have a bijection H, — H* given by

sz—ﬁ,m2+\/;: m, # 0
2qm, 2qm,
mr—»Cm=<C(%,oo> if my=0andm, >0
2
my .
C| o0, — if my =0andm, <0,
L m;

which also respects the above isomorphism G/+1 — G. For C € H* let gc € G be
such that g.C(0, 0) = C. For

e e

we have G. = {g € G: gC = C} = go(+ A)gc*. Let I = Gc N T. Then, I} is either
j
{£1}or {-_i- ¢ o) j € Z} for some ¢ > 1. Define (¢ u;(z) to be [§ u;(gc ¥*) dy/y

in the first case and j”f u;(gc y') dy/y in the second, observing that they are inde-
pendent of the choice of g..

We now recall Siegel’s theta function for F. It follows from (13.5) that (*g)~ =
u™! (§)u where u = diag(24>, 1, 2) and, hence, that for F, (m) = 2¢*m? + m3 + 2m3
and K = SO(2) we have

K = {§eG: F.(gm) = F.(m)}.
In this way we may identify H with the set of positive forms
{Fi(§7'm): g € G},

which is Siegel’s representation space for G. Define now for z = x + iy € H and
geG

0(z, 9) = mzzs e(xF(m) + iyF.(g~'m))

€

which, in view of (13.2) and the above, satisfies for 6 € I' and k € K

O(z, agk) = Oz, g). (13.3)
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Let u; be a weight-0 Maass cusp form for I'y(g) made into a K-invariant function
on G. By (13.3) we may define

fi(z) = y¥* J O(z, g)u;(g) dg (13.4)
r\G

for a bi-invariant Haar measure dg. It follows from Theorem 4 in [Du] that f;is a
Maass cusp from of weight 1/2 and discriminant —4 for I'y(4g) with eigenvalue
(1/4) + (t;/2)* if (1/4) + ¢} is the eigenvalue of u; (see [Du] for definitions). Thus
fi(z) has a Fourier expansion at co of the form

fie) = n;) P Wy, (4n|n| y)e(nx), (13.5)

where k = n/4|n|, v; = it;/2 and W, ,(y) is the standard Whittaker function. In the
case of anisotropic ternary forms, Maass [Ma] determined these Fourier coeffi-
cients; for cusp forms u; his result also holds for our F. A very clear treatment was
given recently by Katok and Sarnak [KS] in the case q¢ = 1. Their proof, with
straightforward modifications to handle general g, yields the following result.

LEmMA 13.1. For n < 0 we have

Pj(”) = Co|n|_3/4 Z lrzl_‘uj(z)a

where ¢, # 0 is an absolute constant and z ranges over the points

b +i/|n|
z=—Y
2a

, b’—dac=n,a,c>0,a=0(modq)

in a fundamental domain of Ty(q). For n > 0 we have

Pj(n) =C |"|n3/4; J\r\c uj(Z),

where ¢, # 0 is an absolute constant and C = C, » ., ranges over I'-inequivalent
solutions to b*> — 4ac = n, a = 0 (mod g).

This lemma reduces the estimation of the Weyl sums to that of the Fourier
coefficient p;. To bound the latter, we appeal to Theorem 5 in [Du] which,
together with Lemma 13.1, proves the following proposition.

PROPOSITION 2. Let fi(z) be defined in (13.4). Then for any D >0 such that
—D is a fundamental discriminant we have

Y
m «<(1+ Itj|5)ch (_4_tj> ||f}||D13/28+8,

where | f;|| is the L,-norm of f; and the implied constant depends on ¢ only.
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This bound, in turn, reduces the problem to bounding the L,-norm of f;. It is
remarked that, in case ¢ = 1, Lemma 13.1 has been substantially refined in [KS]
to give the exact relation with the Shimura lift. In this case we could use their
result to complete the estimation of W;.

14. Estimates for cusp forms. Our objective is to prove the following proposi-
tion which, together with Proposition 2, gives (12.1).

PROPOSITION 3. For the cusp form f; as in Proposition 2, we have
h T }. 3+e
c th Ifill < (4;9)°7°.

By definition, f; is given in (13.4) as an inner product of u; against the theta-
function O(z, g). However, this formula appears to be very difficult to use directly
for our purpose. Instead, we shall employ Lemma 13.1 which gives the Fourier
coefficients of f; as the Weyl sums for u;. This will lead us to two other problems.

The first problem is to estimate u;(z) on the upper half-plane uniformly with
respect to the eigenvalue 4; and the level g. There are many results of this type in
the literature. By (8.3) of [Iw], we get the following estimate.

Lemma 14.1.  Let u;(z) be a cusp form for T'o(q) of weight O and eigenvalue
A; = (1/4) + t? normalized by ||u;|| = 1. Then

u(z) < Ay +y ™2, (14.1)

where the implied constant is absolute.

We next apply this lemma together with Lemma 13.1 to estimate p;(n). In case
n <0, we estimate the number summands by ignoring the congruence a =0
(mod g) and consider these points modulo the group I'g(1). There are h(n) of them
in a fundamental domain of I'y(1), where h(n) is the class number of positive
definite quadratic forms of discriminant n. Hence, the total number of points in a
fundamental domain of I'y(g) is bounded by [T(1) : T'5(g)1A(n). We have

te=[To(1):To(@)] =¢ g (1 + %) < qt(q) (14.2)
and
h(n) < t(|n)|n|*2 log(2 |n]). (14.3)

Using (14.1) and Lemma 13.1, we derive that

pin) << Ayptoh(m) |, (14.4)
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where the implied constant is absolute. The same bound can be derived for n > 0
in a similar fashion.

Next, having estimates for the Fourier coefficients of f;(z) in the cusp oo, we
wish to derive a bound for the L,-norm. Clearly, the Fourier expansion in one
cusp determines the form completely; nevertheless, it does not show immediately
a fast decay in all cuspidal zones. In particular, if one is seeking good uniformity
with respect to the group, there does not seem to be much in the literature. Some
results are given in [IS] and [DI], but these do not cover our case of the half-
integral weight cusp forms.

We shall consider the problem in some generality. Let f(z) be a cusp form
for T = I'y(q) of weight 0 < k < 2 and eigenvalue A = (1/4) — v2. Therefore f(z)
transforms by

flg2) = (g)<‘ +dl) f@)

b
for any g = <a ) € I', where &(g) is a multiplier with |e(g)| = 1. Moreover, f satis-

cd
fies the equation

(A + A)f =0,

where

> d
A= (02+6y> e

To simplify a bit, we assume that the multiplier is singular in every cusp. This
implies that the Fourier expansion of f in any cusp runs over the nonzero inte-
gral frequencies. In particular, the Fourier expansion in the cusp oo is of the type

o) = ;o p(m)W(4r|n| y)e(nx), (14.5)

where W(y) = Wi,m,,(y) is the Whittaker function. Since the spectrum of A,
satisfies A > (k/2)(1 — (k/2)), we have 0 < Re v < |(k — 1)/2| < 1/2.
The Whittaker function W, ,(y) is the solution to the equation

/A R |
W"+(—+———>W=O,
vy 4

which has exponential decay as y — co; namely we have

Weo(y) =y e™2{1 + O((<* + [v|* + )y™")}, (14.6)
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where the implied constant is absolute (see [MO]). Notice that W, (y) = W, _,(y)
is real. By (14.6) we infer that

© A+Y
J W(y)y 2 dy <2 f W(y)?y~? dy (14.7)
Y Y
for any Y > 0, where A =< 4. We shall also need the bound
J W(y)?y° tdy « AtToe™™M, (14.8)
0

which is valid for any ¢ > 1/2, the implied constant depending on ¢. One can
prove (14.8) by using the Fourier integral representation (cf. [GR, p. 321])

1 oo}
W, (4ny) = n'l(ny)l/z'vl"(v + %) J (1 — ix)7%(1 + x?)*~D27Ve(—xy) dx.

By the Plancherel theorem this gives

2

, (14.9)

* F(a+%) K+1
2. a-1 - -3)2 40
L W(y)*y°~ dy = (4n)” 7“4 ——_F(a+ 0 |F<v+ > )

where o = 2 Re v. Hence, applying Stirling’s formula and (14.6), one derives (14.8)
for any ¢ > 1/2.

Having collected the above information about f, we are now ready to estimate
the L,-norm of f in terms of the Fourier coefficients p(n).

LEMMA 14.2. Let f(z) be a cusp form for T'y(q) of weight 0 < k < 2 and eigen-
value ) = (1/4) — v? whose Fourier expansion in the cusp oo is given by (14.5).
Then the L,-norm of f is bounded by

12
I/l « T(Q)(lq)"””e“"’z"”‘( ;0 lp(m)|? Inl"') s

where ¢ is any number >1/2 such that the series converges. The implied constant
depends on o only.

Proof. Let 9 be the standard fundamental polygon for the modular group,

1
D= {z=x+ iy |x| <§, |z| = 1}. (14.10)

Then the union of 6%, where ¢ runs over coset representatives of I'y(q) = I'y(1), is
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a fundamental domain for I'y(q). Accordingly, the L,-norm of f splits into

Lz = ;L |f(o2)? dp z. (14.11)

For each o we consider the Fourier expansion in the cusp g oo (some of the cusps
o oo are equivalent),

floz)=¢, ;0 Po(MW(4n|n|y/w,)e(nx/w,),
where |¢,| = 1 and w, is the width of the cusp, 1 < w, < q. Hence,

j |fo2)* du z < Jw Jwa |f(o2)|* du z
2 V3 Jo

0

=, Y o (mW(4n|n|y/w,)|?y~? dy
J3/2 n#0

Aﬂ
< 2wo’j Y. |p,(mW(@dn|n| y/w,)?y~* dy

J3/2 n#0

Ay (g2
=2 J J |f(o2)? du z, (14.12)
V32 J-ay2

where A, = \/3/2 + w,A/4n. We can choose the coset representatives to satisfy

a=<‘;‘ f;) via, 131 < /2. (14.13)

For o of this form, the cusp 6o = a/y has width w, = q/(y?, q) < q/y, so A, <
Aq/y. If z is in the range of (14.11), then

Im oz = y((yx + 6)* + y2y*) ™ = 4y((g + v)* + y*¥*) ' = A™'q?

and

o 1
Reoz —=| =92 |x + /y|((x + 6/ + y) ' < —5< 1.
y‘ 7 /71 (( /1) + y?) 2%

“Therefore, changing the variable z into ¢!z in (14.12), we get
© 1

j |f(o2)* dnz < 4 j |f(2)* dp 2. (14.14)
2

A-1g-2 Jo
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Inserting (14.14) into (14.11), we obtain

© 1
1F1? < 4u, L L If@P dpz, (14.15)

—1g-2

where p, is the index given by (14.2). Then, inserting the Fourier expansion (14.5)
into (14.15), we get

1112 <4pg Y 1pm)? f W(4r|n|y)’y~2* dy

n#0 A-1g—
< 4uq(Aq2)"“( ;0 Ip(n)lzlnl‘”) j W(4ny)*y® =t dy,
n V]

where ¢ is any number > —1 such that the series and the integral above con-
verge. Applying (14.9), we complete the proof of Lemma 14.2.

In the case of our cusp form f(z) of weight k = 1/2, we infer from (14.3) and
(14.4) that Lemma 14.2 is applicable with ¢ = (1/2) + ¢ proving Proposition 3.

15. Split primes. In this section we look for the primes p which split in the
field K = Q(./ — D), i.e., those with

xo(p) = (:I;Q) =1. (15.1)

We need a lot of these to be small. They will be the building blocks used in
constructing the amplifier (1.34). Our agruments take ideas from sieve methods
and are mostly elementary.

Let us put

{x(9) = COLGs 1) = 3. aplon™,
ie.,
ap(n) = mZI” xp(m).
Note that ap(n) is a nonnegative multiplicative function such that for p prime
2 if p splits
ap(p) =1+ yp(p) = { 1 if pis ramified (15.2)

0 if pisinert.
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Our main objective is to establish lower bounds for sums of the type

Ppz,w)= ) ap(p)p~", (15.3)

wgp<z

where w and z are quite small relative to the discriminant. From these results one
can infer, by a combinatorial argument, lower bounds for the sums

Np(x) = Y ap(m). (15.4)

n<x

The key issue is to control the uniformity in D, ie., to obtain bounds which are
valid for x > D* with « as small as possible.
If « > 1/4, then, by the Burgess estimate for (1.41), one infers that

2nh
Np(x) =

w/D

x + 0(x*7% = L(1, yp)x + O(x'79%). (15.5)

Hence,
xD™* « Np(x) < xlog D (15.6)

for all x > D¥*% where the lower bound is ineffective since it is based on the
Siegel estimate

L(1, yp) > D°. (15.7)

In fact, the upper bound of (15.6) holds true for all x > 1 by the trivial estimate
ap(n) < t(n). (15.8)
Throughout, for notational simplicity, we shall drop the subscript D whenever

it is obvious from the context.
Our first result requires a sharp bound for the class number.

THEOREM 8. Suppose the class number of K = Q(./ —D) satisfies (1.38), or
equivalently,

L(1, xp) > (log D) (log log D)3. (15.9)
Then, for any fixed o, a > 0, we have

P, (D% log® D) > log log log D + 0(1), (15.10)
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the implied constant depending on «, a. Moreover, for any ¢ > 0, we have
Np(x) » xD™* (15.11)
for all x = 1, the implied constant depending on ¢ (effectively ).

Proof. By (15.5) and (15.9), we get

Y. amn™' » L(1, x) log D » (log log D)>.

n<D

On the other hand, this sum is bounded from above by the product

1 (1+%2) con( 5, ).

p<D p<D P

Comparing these estimates, we get by taking logarithms that

y a(p) > 3 log loglog D + O(1).

p<D P

Subtracting the contribution from small and large primes, and by using the trivial
bound 0 < a(p) < 2, we obtain (15.10).

For the proof of (15.11), we may assume that D is large and D* < x < D, since
otherwise the assertion is either trivial or follows from (15.6). We take (15.10) with
o = ¢/3 and a = 3/e, getting

Z/ p—l > 1’

wsp<z

where w = (log D)**, z = D*?, and the summation in ) ranges over primes p of
degree 1 in K = Q(./ — D). Hence, there exists w < y < z such that

Z/ 1> yl-—s/3.

p<y

Raising this to the exponent k = [log x/log y], we get

—_—>

k yk(1—3/3) xD—s/S
> pRSE—
k! k!

1
Np(x) = F( Y1

*\p<y
Here, we have
yk’ < Zkk < leoglogx/logw < D26/3.

This completes the proof of Theorem 8.
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With some extra work, one could weaken the hypothesis (15.9) by reducing the
factor (log log D)® a bit. In the next theorem, we do not require this hypothesis.
Instead, (15.7) will be used, and we need a nontrivial estimate for short character
sums.

THEOREM 9. Suppose that for any M > D* we have

Y. xplm) <« MD™, (15.12)

m<M
where the exponents o, 1 are fixed positive numbers. Then we have
Pp(D**1%, D%) » L(1, p)(log D)3, (15.13)

for any ¢ > 0 provided D is sufficiently large in terms of o, n, and e.
Proof. We begin by estimating the sifting function
Sx,wy= Y a)), (15.14)

n<x
(n, P(w))=1

where P(w) denotes the product of all primes p < w. We shall apply a Brun-type
sieve of ‘dimension’ < 2 (cf. [HR]). To this end, one needs asymptotics for

Ad(x)= Z a(n)a

n<x
n=0(d)

with d|P(w) as large as possible. We proceed as follows:

Ax)= ¥ x(m)

Im<x

Im=0(d)
=2 xm ¥ 1+ ¥ 3 ym)
m<M I<x/m I<x/M M<m<x/l

I=0(d/(d,m)) m=0(d/d, 1))

(d, m) L@D,
) x(m)< - >+O<I<Zx;M<D =D ))

msM
T 1 m @ m) (M +Xpeg T(d)D “1x log x)

x
" d v M

where M will be chosen later. Furthermore, we have



CLASS GROUP L-FUNCTIONS 47

d, m)

> x(m)

m<M

=Y y@abu®)p™ 3 ymm™
abla m<M/ab

= Z (c)"’( ){L(l, 0 + 0(cM™D* + D7)}

= w(d)L(1, y) + O(dM™D* + t(d)D™"),

where w(d) is the multiplicative function given by w(p) = 1 + x(p)(1 — 1/p). Com-
bining these evaluations, we obtain, upon choosing M = (xD*)*7?,

w(d)

Ay(x) = —d——xL(l, %) + O(x'2D*? 4 1(d)d*D™"x log x).

Applying a sieve of level A with A > w* (to hit the sieving limit for dimension 2),
we get

S(x, w= [] (1 __@_)) xL(1, %), (15.15)

p<w
subject to the condition that the resulting total remainder term
R = Ax'2D*? + D "x(log x)*

has a smaller order of magnitude than the main term. This condition is satisfied
for A = x¥2D~*2¢, Therefore, the formula (15.15) is applicable for x = z = D**°¢
and w = D%

On the other hand, we derive the trivial upper bound

Sx,w=1+ Y Y a(np)<<1+< Y (p)>xlogx

wSp<x n<x/p WSPpEX
(n, P(p))=1

Comparing this with (15.15), we obtain (15.13).

The hypotheses made in Theorems 8 and 9 are very natural; nevertheless, they
may not be verified in the near future. In the next theorem, we shall establish the
desired estimates unconditionally for almost all fundamental discriminants.

Let « > 0. We say that D is a-exceptional if

Pp(D%, D) < % . (15.16)

Of course, if D is large enough, (15.16) should not be true, ie., the number of
exceptional discriminants should be finite. Indeed, assuming the class number
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h(— D) satisfies (1.38), it follows from Theorem 8 that the exceptional discriminants
are bounded by a constant depending on «. This fact also follows from Theorem
9 and the Burgess estimate [Bu] for the character sums (15.12), provided o« > 1/4.

THEOREM 10. Let 0 < o < 1/2. The number of o-exceptional discriminants in
any interval X < D < X? is bounded by a constant depending on o only. More
precisely, letting &,(X) be the set of such discriminants, we have

|£,(X)| < (200/a)®* (15.17)

if X is sufficiently large in terms of «.
Proof. 1If D € &,(X), then by (15.16) we get

b

N =

Y ap(pp <

z<p<z

where z = X*2. Hence, if X is sufficiently large we get

-6 Y pt>1

z<p<z

by log 2 — (1/2) > (1/6). Raising this inequality to the exponent k and then sum-
ming over D € &,(X), we get

Deé

k
g1< Y (—6§xp(p)p“>

=(=6" ¥ (PPt Y 201 pi)-

Ppseees P Deé&

Hence, by Cauchy’s inequality and the bound

DA
we get

|&)* < 6%%k!S, (15.18)
where

2
5= X n“( > xn(n)>
Deé

N<n<N2
(n, P(z))=1

with N = z¥ = X**2, We relax the condition (n, P(z)) = 1 by applying a linear
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upper-bound sieve A = {4,} of level A = z, getting

2
S<Y A T (z xD(n>)
dJI;(? N<n<N2 Deé&

n=0(d)1

=YY Y n T pm)p(n)
d D D' n=0(d)

=led Z 6DD1'(p—(D—)10gN+0
7 OD,9=1 daD

v)

3 Aad” 1+0<AN 1(;0) >

d,D)=

= (lo gN)Z (D)

where D runs over the set & Here we have

Mdt«< J] A-pH« ———(log 2)74,
@, Dy=1 p<z.pID »(D)

whence

log N
log

S <161+ ANTIX*6]2 = k|6| + X424 g,

Inserting this into (15.18), we conclude that |&| « 62*(k + 1)!, provided k > 1 +
8a~!. Taking k = 3 + [8a~1], we get (15.17).

COROLLARY. Let o > 0. The number of a-exceptional discriminants with 0 <
D < X is bounded by c(x) log log X, where c(a) is a positive constant depending on
o.

Note that if D is not a-exceptional, then (15.13) holds true.

16. Estimating the amplifier. Having established various estimates for the
prime ideals in K = Q(./ —D) of degree 1 and relatively small norms as in
Theorems 8, 9, and 10, we can now prove the lower bound (1.36) for

Ay =Y 1,(0?
q<Q

under the relevant conditions, and consequently complete the proofs of Theorems
6 and 7.

Suppose xp(p) = 1, so p = pp with p # P. Then y,(x) = (1/2)(x(p) + Z(p)). Un-
fortunately, not every such p gives a significant contribution to ./, because y,(x)
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is small if y(p) is close to +i. But
() + 2(0)* — (®®) + 1) = 2,
so we always have either
lx(P) + 2(P) = 1
or
@) + 2p*) > 1.

Define p = p or p? according to which case above appears first. Denote by % the
set of integers composed of distinct numbers of type p. Thus if g € 4,

[7,001 = 27°@,
Hence,

oAy > ZQ) 4720 » | B(Q)| 0, (16.1)

qe AB(

where %(Q) is the subset of numbers in 4 bounded by Q.
LEMMA 16.1. Let D* < z < D', Suppose that

Pp(z, D*) > 2D log D. (16.2)
Then
|B(2%)| > 22D . (16.3)
Proof. By (16.2) it follows that
{p <y: 1o(p) = 1} > yD~* (16.4)
for some D° < y < z. Let k be the integer such that z2 < y* < yz%, so 3<k <
1 +¢&7%. Then each number of type q = p, ..., with xp(p;) =1, p;<y, all p;
distinct, is in %(z°). By (16.4) we obtain
| B(z8)| » (yD~2) > z2D~*,

since k > 2 log z/log y, as claimed.

Finally, we verify the hypothesis (16.2) with z = D**1% by applying any one of
Theorems 8, 9, or 10. Hence (16.3) holds true. This, together with (16.1), yields
(1.36) for Q = z5 = D%**%% except that ¢ needs to be upgraded.
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17. Applications. In this final section we prove Corollaries 1 and 2 of Theo-
rem 7 in the introduction. Recall that « = 1/1156.

Proof of Corollary 1. Let ¥ < s be a subgroup of index k and let ¥% be a
coset. Then we get by (1.44) and (1.45) that

Ses = ¥ exp(=2muNa//D) =+ ¥ F@)S 1) = - + O DIDw),
4% k wH=1 kwu

ae

Hence, by M6bius inversion we have

ost) = 3 exp(—2muNa/\/D)

ac¥
=5 3 HOSeslud?)

3h

—_ —1/2D(1/2)—a+e
n’ku )

By a standard Tauberian argument, one derives the asymptotic formula

#{a € ¥%: a primitive with Na < x} ~ x, 17.1)

provided that x > k2D/2~2#*¢ and Corollary 1 follows.

Proof of Corollary 2. Let ¥ = 5 be a cyclic subgroup of order g and index
k = h/g. We shall first establish a formula for

oa(a) = 1 if a generates ¥,
7710 otherwise.

Choose a fixed generator g for 4. Then a generates ¥ if and only if a = g', where
(1, g) = 1. By orthogonality of characters we have

% Y, H@)x() = {1 ifa =4,

Lo 0 otherwise,

SO

r@ = TI0) T 1)

I(mod g)
t.g9=1
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By Moébius inversion,

d
S @) =Tud) ¥ =g ¥ AP
,9)=1 dlg Umod g/d » ;iil;i=1

and so we obtain the desired formula

oy(0) = ”7 Y x). (17.2)

dlg x(g)d=1

| =

Writing
S¥(w) = Y, o4(a) exp(—2nuNa//D),
we get by (17.2), (1.44), and (1.45) that

_ 1 u@) »(9) _ _
Sx(y) ==Y 222 S(u, y) = —~ 12 p(1/2)=a+ey
% (W) K% d Zd(Eg),ﬂ (u, ) on T O(z(g)u )

As above, this gives the asymptotic formula

2np(g)
RN

provided that x > k2D/2~2**¢ and, hence, finishes the proof of Corollary 2.

#{a: a generates 4 and Na < x

(17.3)

APPENDIX

In this appendix we give two additional results about class-group character
sums. These were not needed in the main body of the work, but seem sufficiently
basic to prove useful in other circumstances. The first of these is a general mean-
value theorem.

THEOREM Al. For any complex numbers ¢ = {c,}, we have

Y. cax(a)

Na<N

b

&I'—‘

2 2
={1+O0D™2N)}Y’ |Z Ciya
a [0)

where Y ' restricts the summation to primitive ideals.

The error term O(D™"2N)) can be suppressed if 2N < ,/D.
For the proof of Theorem Al, we can assume that ¢ = {c,} is supported on
primitive ideals. By the orthogonality of characters, the left-hand side is equal to

Z Z caEb s
a~b
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where ~ denotes ideal equivalence. From the diagonal terms a = b, we get

lel® =3 leal?.
The contribution from the remaining off-diagonal terms is bounded by

Y #{b~a:b#a Nb<N}|c,|>

We have b = (0)a withae a™, a0 =m + nz,, 1 <n<2./aN/D < 2N/\/B, la|? =
Nb/Na < N/a. Hence, there are no off-diagonal terms if 2N < ./D. Given n as
above, the number of m’s does not exceed 1 + 2,/ N/a. Hence,

#b = #(2) < #{m,n} <(1 +2,/N/a)2./aN/D < 6N//D.

This completes the proof of Theorem Al.

Our second result is a Poisson-type formula for these character sums.

Take a function ¢(s) which is holomorphic in the strip —¢ < Res < 1 + ¢ and
such that ¢(s)I'(s) « |s|™2 for |s| large. Integrate ¢(s)®@(s, ) along the vertical line
Res =0 =1 + & Move to the line Re s = —¢ passing through the pole at s = 1.
When on the line Re s = —¢ apply the functional equation (1.5) and change s into
1 — s getting

o)1es006.2) = | (606~ 00 ~ 910660 ds.
s=1 Tl J(o)

Writing Lg(s, ) as a Dirichlet series and interchanging the order of summation
with integration on the right-hand side, we get

1 2aNa\™*
§ﬂ@EJ;W®—¢O*”W®<V6> ds.

Therefore,
MD§®@9=%W—%M, (A1)
say, where S;(x) and S,(x) are defined by

S0 =X 2(0)f(2nNo//D). (A2)

Here f and g are the inverse Mellin transforms of ¢(s)I'(s) and ¢(1 — s)I'(s),
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respectively, i.e.,
1 -5
fx) = 3 f ()T (s)x ™" ds (A3)
i J o)

and

1 —s
90) =5~ L) ¢(1 = )T ()™ ds. (A4)

The above relations between f, g can be made direct without passing through
o if we assume smoothness and proper decay conditions. Indeed, by Mellin inver-
sion we have

P(OT(S) = j " 0x1 dx.
0

Inserting this into (A.3) we get

_ 1 I'(s) ® .
g(Y)—%La)m<Jo FxX)(xy) dx)ds.

In order to be able to interchange the integrations, first move to the line ¢ = —eg,
getting
@ @ 1 I'(s) -
g(y) = L f(x)dx + L Jfx) (:2; J;_s) m(x)’) ) dx.

Hence, by Barnes’s formula,

1 I'(s)
2 J_y T(1 — 5)

275 ds = Jo(2/2) — 1

(cf. [G-R], (6.422.9)), we find that g is a Hankel-type transform of f. More
precisely,

4(y) = J °° FOTo(2/x7) dx. (A.5)

THEOREM A2. Suppose f(x) is smooth on R* such that f9(x) « (x + x~1)~2
Let g(y) be given by (A.5). Then the class-group character sums (A.2) satisfy

Sr(0) = S,(x) + 0,hw™'g(0), (A.6)

where 6, = 1 if x is the trivial character and 6, = 0 otherwise.
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Proof. The decay condition on f guarantees every argument made before is
valid. The function ¢(s)I'(s) is holomorphic in the strip —e < Re s < 1 + ¢ with-
out poles. We also have

and

o(l) = f: £(0) dx = g(0)

VD i
res O(s, y) = 7"(1’ Xp) = hw

if y = 1, or else @(s, x) has no poles. In any case, we get (A.6).
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