
 MATH 32A SECTION 1, JUN-JUL, 2022  
 
 
This course is taught remotely. Lectures will be recorded and posted. Quizzes will take place during the 
scheduled lecture/discussion times and you must attend the quizzes live over Zoom. All times listed 
are in Pacific Time! 
 
INSTRUCTOR:   Michael Lindstrom (Mike) 
 
LECTURE TIME/LOCATION: MTW 9:00-11:50, over Zoom    

Lecture recordings will be posted unless there are technical errors. 
 
SECTION WEBSITE:  https://www.math.ucla.edu/~mikel/teaching/math32a/ 
     
BRUIN LEARN:   https://bruinlearn.ucla.edu/courses/288  

- for Zoom links, and discussion forums 
 
UPDATES:   Check your email and embedded twitter feed (@mikel_ucla_math) 
 
OFFICE HOURS:   Mon 17:00-17:50 and Wed 15:00-15:50 
    Over Zoom (classroom link) and in person outside Kerckhoff  

(see Twitter for updates) 
 
CONTACT INFO:   e: M I K E L [at] M A T H [dot] U C L A [dot] E D U 
 
PREREQUISITES:  Math 31A (with C- or better) or equivalent 
 
TAs:    James Hogan 
    Ezra Thompson    
 
TUTORIALS:   TR 12:00-12:50 (1A) 
    TR 13:00-13:50 (1B) 
    TR 12:00-12:50 (1C) 
    Discussion recordings follow the same policies as the lectures 
 
CONTACT INFO:   e: J A M E S H O G A N [at] M A T H [dot] U C L A [dot] E D U (James) 
    E Z R A B E N T H O M P S O N [at] M A T H [dot] U C L A [dot] E D U (Ezra) 

     
TA OFFICE HOURS:  T/R 14:00-14:50 over Zoom (James) 
    R 10-10:50 over Zoom (Ezra)     
 
 
COURSE FORMAT AND BACKGROUND: 
 
The course 32A treats topics related to differential calculus in several variables, including curves in the 

plane, curves and surfaces in space, various coordinate systems, partial differentiation, tangent planes to 

surfaces, and directional derivatives. The course culminates with the solution of optimization problems 

by the method of Lagrange multipliers.  

https://www.math.ucla.edu/~mikel/teaching/math32a/
https://bruinlearn.ucla.edu/courses/288
https://twitter.com/mikel_ucla_math


 

REMINDER ON MATH DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: 

Any course used to fulfill a requirement for a Mathematics degree, whether in Preparation for the Major, 

or in a Major, must be taken for a letter grade. 

NOTES/ LECTURE/DISCUSSION: Unless otherwise specified, you are responsible for everything covered 

in the notes, in addition to any material that comes up in lectures or discussion that might not be in the 

notes. 

SUPPORT: You are highly encouraged to form study groups, share notes, collaborate, etc. But you must 
do your own work and typing. Plagiarism will be taken very seriously. Students who plagiarize course 
work from classmates or online resources like Chegg almost always receive an F in the class along with 
annotations on their transcript. 
 
The purpose of office hours is primarily to discuss/clarify course concepts and for homework-related 
hints on how to approach a problem. Office hours are not designed as a time for the homework to be 
done for you. 
 
GRADING SCHEME: 
 
Your course percentage is computed based on: 
 

- Homework [1] [2] [3]  – 30% (best 2 of 3 homeworks) 
- Quizzes [3] [4]  – 60% (3 quizzes) 
- Final Exam [5] [6] – 5%  
- Participation [7] – 5% 

 
1: There will be 3 homeworks assigned over the session. Homeworks 1 and 2 (but not 3!!!) can be submitted up to 24 hours late 
with a 20% penalty. Anything later will result in a zero. 
2: Your lowest homework grade will be dropped (best 2 of 3 used). 
3: For each assignment/quiz on which academic dishonesty is confirmed (based on the Dean of Students assessment): (i) the 
dishonest item will receive a score of -100%, (ii) all privileges pertaining to dropping/replacing any scores in any grade category 
will be forfeited if not already, and (iii) the overall course letter grade will be lowered by two full letter grades, i.e., 2 full grade 
points. This is in addition to any penalty assigned by the university. 
4: Quizzes must be done over Zoom with video at the live discussion/lecture time. No other times or accommodations are 
allowed.  
5: The final exam will be open over a 24-hour window. 
6: Any form of dishonesty on the final exam will automatically result in an F. 
7: Grade is computed as min(questions responded to, 10)/10, i.e., after responding to 10 questions, full marks are earned. 

 
Letter grades will be assigned based on the overall course percentage earned without rounding. Below 
are rough guidelines to the letter grade brackets: earning overall percentages in the brackets below will 
ensure a letter grade at least as high as indicated. For instance, earning 89% ensures that the final letter 
grade will be at least a B+, possibly higher. 
 

Overall Course Percentage  Minimum Letter Grade 

[95, 100] A 

[90, 95) A- 



[87, 90) B+ 

[83, 87) B 

[80, 83) B- 

[77, 80) C+ 

[73, 77) C 

[70, 73) C- 

[67, 70) D+ 

[63, 67) D 

[60, 63) D- 

[0, 60) F 

 
Participation: In lectures, you will be posed short multiple-choice or short-answer problems. You will 
submit via a simple web form at https://www.math.ucla.edu/~mikel/teaching/math32a/participation/ . 
 
Questions will then be due by Tues at 9am, Wed at 9am, or Thurs at 12pm (whichever comes first after a 
question is assigned). 
 
Scoring: each answer submitted is worth 1 point, whether or not your answer is correct. There will be 
more than 10 questions and full marks are earned after responding to 10 questions. Otherwise the mark 
earned is based on the fraction of 10 question that were responded to. Blank responses, in the case of a 
short answer, will be retroactively converted to zeros. This is really about participation and engaging in 
the material, and not a serious form of assessment! 
 
You can check your response rate (without retroactive zeros applied) here: 
https://www.math.ucla.edu/~mikel/teaching/math32a/participation/check_score.html  
 
Homework: There will be 3 homework assignments to submit on Bruin Learn through Gradescope. The 
assignments are important for your learning! Homeworks 1 and 2 can be submitted up to 24 hours late 
with a penalty of 20%; homework 3 cannot be submitted late. 
 
Homework Collaboration Policy: You must identify all collaborators on your assignments and you must 
do your own work! 
 
Every homework requires the submission of an Honesty Statement. It should be submitted as a file 
Honesty.txt. Within the file, you must declare: 
 
I, [YOUR NAME], declare that this work is my own. I did this work honestly and can fully stand behind 
everything that I have written. 
 
I did not copy from anyone, student or otherwise. 
 
And, if a collaboration took place, also add: 
 
I collaborated with [NAMES OF COLLABORATORS] and I affirm that we all contributed equally. 
 
Under no circumstances does the above declaration entitle you to copy the work of other students! You 
should also not allow your work to be copied by others as that will only hurt them on tests (and if you 

https://www.math.ucla.edu/~mikel/teaching/math32a/participation/
https://www.math.ucla.edu/~mikel/teaching/math32a/participation/check_score.html


are caught, all parties involved may be subject to disciplinary action). At no point in this course are you 
permitted to copy from any online source. 
 
Not submitting Honesty.txt will result in an assignment grade of 0. 
 
Quizzes: Each quiz will last 30 minutes (time for writing) and will take place during a discussion. 
 
During a quiz, all students must find a quiet, stable environment, free from distractions and other 
students.  
 
The web cam must stay on the whole time. If the web cam goes off or a student goes out of view of the 
camera, a score of zero will be assigned for the quiz. 
 
Before a quiz begins, students must prove to the exam invigilator there are no other people, references, 
or study aids in their vicinity. A random selection of students each quiz will receive a direct message to 
stay after and provide proof of their identity through a Bruin Card. 
 
Quizzes are strictly closed book. 
 
The quizzes will be run as timed Bruin Learn quizzes that require submission of final answers. 
Additionally, you must submit your scanned/written solutions to Gradescope within 5 minutes of the 
quiz end time. Failure to submit both will result in a grade of zero in the quiz. If your final answers 
submitted do not match the work shown, you will be reported for cheating. 
 
At least 60% of quiz points will be based on the homework problems. 
 
Final Examination: The final exam will be posted at 8am, July 27 and will be due by 8am, July 28. The 
exam will have multiple parts and to earn credit on any given part, you must complete it within those 24 
hours. The final exam will be open book, but no collaboration of any kind is allowed. 
 
Variations: Question content may vary between students/discussions and scores will be adjusted as 
follows:  

- let P = {P1, P2, …, Pm} represent the median percentages in the m questions with differing content 
- let M = maxi {Pi} be the largest median percentage 
- if s is the score for a student on question i then s becomes 

- s M/Pi if s < Pi or  
- M + (s-Pi) (100-M)/(100-Pi) 

 
(In other words, 0 maps to 0, 100 maps to 100, and the median on question i maps to the maximum 
median of the questions – roughly this means that all student scores get a boost based on the “easiest” 
question and no one’s score goes down) 
 
FORMAL POLICIES:   
 
Explaining Your Work: at any point in the course you may be required to meet over Zoom or in person, 
with recording, to discuss work you have submitted (homework, participation, quiz, or exam). Being 
unable to properly explain any part of your work will result in a grade of zero and possible investigation 
from the university! Refusing to attend the meeting will have the same consequences. 



 
Waitlists and PTEs: No PTEs will be given out and no waitlisted students will be let in. 
 
Missing Work: Because only ten participation questions require a response for full credit, missed 
participation points cannot be made up for. Because the lowest homework is dropped, nothing can be 
done to make up for a missed assignment. 
 
If one quiz is missed for a valid reason (see below), its mark will be replaced by the lower quiz grade of 
your two remaining quizzes. It will otherwise receive a score of zero.  
 
If two quizzes are missed, you will fail the course. 
 
If the final exam is missed for a valid reason (see below) and you have at least 80% in the course 
excluding the final exam, you will need to sit a Math 32A final exam in the autumn quarter and your final 
exam grade will be based upon that score. Note that missing a final exam for any other reason 
automatically results in an F. 
 
Valid reasons include one of the following: (a) missing the exam due to COVID-19 related illness, (b) prior 
notice of a valid, documented absence (e.g. out-of-town varsity athletic commitment), (c) notification to 
the instructor within one week due to a medical condition or (d) an emergency.  
 
All reasons require written documentation, for example, a copy of a death certificate, a doctor’s or 
counselor's note stating the student was medically/psychologically unfit to take a test on a computer, an 
official COVID-19 test with the patient’s full name, or a letter from a coach (an at-home test is not valid). 
A score of zero will otherwise be assigned. 
 
Missing a quiz/exam/homework for work-related reasons or conflicts with another course are not valid 
reasons and will not receive any accommodation. 
  
Center for Accessible Education: If you have a documented disability, please contact the Center for 
Accessible Education and have them consult with your instructor to ensure you are accommodated. It is 
your responsibility to do this in a timely manner. 
  
Regrading: To request a regrading, you must submit a request to Gradescope by 11:59 pm the day 
following the grade release and before the final exam. Your TA will be in charge of the regrades and your 
mark could stay the same, go up, or (in some cases) go down.  
 
All marks are final after a regrade. 
 
Cheating: If a student is suspected of cheating (on a quiz, homework, etc.), the department will be 
notified immediately and severe academic disciplinary action may follow. This could include expulsion 
from the university! 
 
Examples of cheating include: getting someone else to do one’s homework, accessing prohibited 
materials on a test, modifying a homework after its submission deadline, starting a test before the 
designated time, continuing to write when time is up, sharing test solutions, copying another student's 
homework verbatim (even if you change the variable names and reorder a few things, that's 



plagiarizing!), taking work from websites and presenting it as your own, and getting a classmate to 
respond to the participation problems on your behalf. 
 
Course Forums: Homework-specific or conceptual questions should be posted on the online discussions 
at Bruin Learn instead of an individual email to the instructor or TA.  
 
Generally, emails will not receive a response. 
 
Instructor Discretion: The final course marks may be shifted and scaled, and the instructor reserves the 
right to revise any mark. This syllabus is also subject to change. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
Discussion sections: The discussions are extremely important! The lectures serve to introduce topics, 
ideas, and build motivation; in the discussions, you will get vital practice and review. 
 
Participation: You are encouraged to get involved in the material, to answer questions in class and on 
the forums, and to ask questions when you’re unclear of what’s going on. Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions!  
 
Succeeding: There is no rule that anyone has to fail! There is absolutely no reason you cannot excel in 
this course if you work for it! 
 
SUCCESS TIPS: 
 
– Attend class or watch the videos. Hearing information live, doing problems, and being able to ask 
your own questions is important and correlates strongly with exam performance. 
– Attend your discussion sections. Lecture time is very limited: there is reason why 2 hours per 
week are scheduled for this course outside of lectures. 
– Do not get behind: once there is a topic you are weak with, it could very well prevent your 
understanding subsequent topics. The material does build. 
– Beware the “familiarity fallacy”: just because you've seen a topic before, doesn't mean that you 
have mastered it. 
– Make use of office hours and discussion forums. 
– Don't be afraid to speak with your instructor or TA: you are not just a number! 


