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Global Horizons

Lion Cubs
Singapore: Vice-President Dr Eden Woon was present as more than 60 alumni 

celebrated HKUST’s 20th anniversary in the Lion City on March 12. The occasion 

also served as the inauguration of the HKUST Singapore Alumni Chapter, formed 

with the aim of strengthening links between HKUST graduates in the city, and 

between them and the University. The Executive Committee is planning a series of 

events designed to help graduates in both personal and professional development.

Tasty Gatherings
London: HKUST alumni based in and around  

London gathered for a very convivial Christmas and 

New Year reunion dinner in December 2010.  

Their latest get-together took place in mid-June 

at the Imperial China restaurant in the city’s 

China Town.

Cap and  
Gown Moment
San Francisco: Following the dinner 

with President Chan last year, the 

HKUST alumni at Stanford drew closer 

together. They have a tradition of taking 

group graduation photos on the day of 

congregation in June every year.  It is 

planned to extend this tradition to other top 

institutions in the Bay area.

HKUST alumni in gowns gather at Stanford for their 
graduation; other alumni came along to support them.

Swiss Watch
Zurich: The beauty of the Swiss countryside added an extra special 

touch to the alumni gathering in May. A wonderful brunch, in celebration 

of the University’s 20th anniversary, was enjoyed at the unique Sorell 

Hotel Zürichberg, known for its restored Art Nouveau building and 

lakeside setting. Following the brunch, alumni walked to the Zurich Zoo, 

home to 320 species of animals.

House Call
Shanghai: The Alumni Dinner 

in February was well attended 

and everyone had a thoroughly 

enjoyable time. Vice-President 

Dr Eden Woon was kind enough 

to open his house for a post-

dinner party!

(From left) Raphael 
Young, President; 
Harry Kwong,  
Vice-President; Hugh 
Chan, Treasurer; 
Stephen Yeung, 
Exco Member; 
Desmond Chung, 
General Secretary 
and Ng King Pan, 
Exco Member.
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Insight

IRST” is Sean Lin’s new favourite word, which 

encapsulates the five focuses of the University’s newly 

established Convocation, of which he is the Founding 

Chairman. “’F’ stands for ‘fundraising’. ‘I’ represents the alumni’s 

‘ideas’ for the Convocation. ‘R’ refers to various forms of ‘relations’: 

between the University and alumni, and the University and different 

sectors. ‘S’ means ‘sell’ – we are responsible for promoting the 

University, its goodwill and virtues. ‘T’ refers to the University’s 

various ‘targets’,” he elaborates.

This lucid strategy, according to Sean, is exactly what it takes to 

achieve two key objectives during his two-year tenure at the head of 

the over 40,000-member Convocation. “The Convocation is there to 

reflect the thoughts and ideas of the University’s management and 

present to alumni a clearer picture of the University’s development,” 

he says. “As the Chairman, I am also a member of the University 

Be FIRST!

F

For years Sean Lin has  
been actively involved in 

student and alumni affairs, 
and his latest role as the 

head of the newly established 
Convocation of the University 

is taking his contribution  
to a new level.

First Standing Committee of Convocation 

Council, which is the top decision-making body of the University. 

We’ll bring alumni within the context of the Council’s governance.” 

One of the first students at the University, Sean, now a Chief 

Inspector of Police, has always been actively involved in student 

affairs. He was the Founding President of the University’s Students’ 

Union, and he headed HKUST Alumni Association for six years. His 

new role at the Convocation is for him another opportunity to give 

back to the University. 

On a note of fundraising, Sean’s belief is that “small can be 

beautiful”. He donates HK$50 to the University each month. “It may 

be a small amount, but we have over 40,000 alumni and if each of us 

gives $50 a month, it would add up to $24 million a year, which in turn 

would support university education for over 500 needy students a year. 

Many a little makes a mickle, as the saying goes. Together we could 

help 5,000 students with over $200 million in a decade,” he says. He 

hopes the University will maintain its growth momentum. “In the early 

days when it was not as well known, it attracted a lot of young people 

with an adventurous mind. This spirit lives on in the student and alumni 

communities today. As an institution, the University is still young yet 

has already delivered good results. But being in a ‘good’ state can be 

dangerous as you may easily rest on your laurels. So it’s important to 

keep going – and continually strive for success.”
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Insight

hen you want something done, ask a busy 

person.” This maxim fits Laura Cozijnsen 

perfectly — not only does she run an award-

winning branding and marketing agency but she is also the new 

President of HKUST Alumni Association (HKUSTAA). With the help 

of her cabinet, she has already managed to pull together a variety of 

alumni events, thus significantly raising the association’s profile.

Since Laura began her two-year tenure as the HKUSTAA  

President late last year, she and her “fast-moving and energetic” team, 

which comprises a professor, entrepreneurs, and senior executives 

in a variety of professions, have received plenty of positive feedback 

from alumni. “Through different activities and events, we’ve managed 

to rekindle relationships among alumni,” says Laura. “The University 

management has also been very supportive in our activities. This is 

all very rewarding. We’ve had graduates coming forward to join the 

association and ask how they could help,” she says. 

The team was clear about its objectives from the word go: in 

order to run a successful alumni association, engaging the alumni 

community is imperative. For the past six months, they have 

been focusing on “internal tasks”, including updating HKUSTAA’s 

website and formulating a comprehensive year plan. This was 

coupled with numerous events catering to alumni and current 

University students. Apart from the usual alumni social gatherings, 

the association has held a leadership forum and charity events for 

alumni, and career-building programs for fresh graduates.

They are setting their sights not only on the Hong Kong 

community, but they are also stretching their tentacles to reach out 

to alumni outside the city. For example, the first Shenzhen alumni 

gathering was held in mid-June.

“The number of international students of the University has 

been growing. Never before has the association focused on the 

international alumni community, and now we’re looking at rekindling 

relations with international graduates in Mainland China and other 

countries,” she explains.

Meanwhile, the team is looking forward to the annual alumni dinner 

on October 14 and many other events, which they believe will pan out 

well with their hard work. “Finally, I’d like to encourage all alumni to 

support and actively participate in HKUSTAA. It is a great way to give 

back to the University and acknowledge the huge role it has played — 

and continues to play — in your life and career,” says Laura.

WDespite a perennially busy 
work schedule, HKUSTAA 
chief Laura Cozijnsen has 
managed to pull together 
a long list of alumni events 
and strengthened the 
association’s presence in the 
last few months.

Monthly get-togethers Regular Leadership ‘Face to Face’ featureMainland & overseas events

Rekindling Relationships
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As the first person to graduate with a PhD from HKUST, Dr 

Jack Lau is used to being a trail-blazer. He has just completed 

another milestone in his distinguished career, as Perception 

Digital Holdings Limited, of which he is Chairman, CEO and Director, 

successfully completed its transfer to the main board of the Hong 

Kong Stock Exchange and started trading under the new stock code 

of 1822 in June.

Jack told the media during the ceremony to mark the listing: “We 

are pleased that in just 18 months after listing on the Growth Enterprise 

Market Board, Perception Digital opens a new page by transferring 

our shares to the main board. The move should boost our image and 

liquidity of shares, thus benefiting our future growth and business 

development and improving our financial flexibility.” Among the guests 

at the ceremony eager to congratulate 

Jack was HKUST President Prof Tony 

F Chan.

Perception Digital was founded 

by Jack in 1999, and is the largest 

company to have participated in the 

HKUST Entrepreneurship Program in 

terms of the number of employees and 

revenue, and is the first to attain listing 

status. It has pioneered providing 

HKUST Pioneer
Chalks Up Another Achievement

technology turnkey and firmware solutions in the areas of 

portable flash, portable hard disk, desktop hard disk, car 

audio and 2.4 GHz digital wireless MP3 systems. From 

a small start up, today it employs more than 240 staff in 

Hong Kong and on the Mainland. With the joint efforts 

of the R&D team who are mostly HKUST alumni, the 

company has garnered numerous prestigious industrial 

awards and secured international patents.

In 2005-06, Jack set up the Professor Philip Chan 

Scholarship Fund. In 2009, he launched the “Dr Jack 

Lau School of Engineering Scholarship for Mainland 

High School Students”. The scholarship aims to 

encourage top Mainland high school students to enroll 

as undergraduates in either the School of Engineering 

or the School of Science at HKUST.  With his incessant 

support, a number of students have benefited from 

studying at HKUST, made possible by the funding of 

over HK$300,000. Jack is an Adjunct Professor at 

the University, and in 2010 was made an honorary fellow of the 

University for his academic and entrepreneurial achievements. Jack 

was named in the Ten Most Outstanding Young Persons awards in 

Hong Kong in 2000. Other accolades include Hong Kong Young 

Industrialist in 2005, the 2009 Excellence in Achievement of World 

Chinese Youth Entrepreneurs, and Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of 

the Year, also in 2009.

Jack has said that Perception Digital would not have grown 

to the present scale without the continued support of HKUST, to 

which he remains indebted. He is also dedicated to continuously 

supporting young talents in their quest for technological innovation 

in Hong Kong. With his achievements, perseverance and vision, 

there are few better role models for HKUST students and alumni.

Dr Jack Lau (left) and HKUST President Prof Tony F Chan

Spotlight

Dr Jack Lau (fifth from left) at the listing ceremony
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Event Roundup

On the Ball�
It has not always been easy for the Alumni 

Volleyball Club to hold the team together 

for the past three years, given everyone’s 

busy careers and family life, but they are 

trying their best! They have put together a 

“code” that they strive to live up to. First is 

“time management”, necessary to try to fit in 

training — the committee really appreciates 

everyone who turns up to practice. Second 

is “diligence”, because they have to battle 

through the booking system to ensure they 

get their regular court slot — and they are 

always successful and get their booking 

in on time. Third is “devotion” — the team 

and trainers put their heart and soul into 

team affairs without any reward. Fourth 

is “enjoyment” — members not only play 

volleyball to keep fit and have fun, but they 

also treasure the time they enjoy 

together. Finally, “gratification” 

— they all feel that they are 

“forever young” every time they 

practice at HKUST, because it 

brings back blissful memories 

of student life!

Class of 2001 Reunion  
Thumbs up — it not only signifies the shared sense of pride of the Class of 2001 from a 

university that has recently been ranked No. 1 in Asia, but also the best study experience 

they received 10 years ago. So much has changed - the new library extension, the Lee 

Shau Kee Campus, Hall 8 and Hall 9 in the making. The alumni were overjoyed to learn 

about the exciting growth of the University from Vice-President Dr Eden Woon. They were 

particularly thrilled by the marvelous beatboxing performance and magic show given by 

Civil Engineering students Anton and Tat.

Tee Time  
There was plenty to celebrate 

as seven members of the 

Alumni Golf Club took part in 

the Third Inter-Collegiate Alumni 

Golf Tournament at the Mission 

Hills Golf Club in Dongguan. 

HKUST’s performances are 

getting better with each year of 

this event, as John Lau (2006 

IEMBA) won the 2nd-runner-

up and Mason Mak (2005 IEMBA) won the Nearest-to-Pin award on the 

Leadbetter Course. The team’s gross total improved from 555 

strokes last year to this year’s 529 strokes (an average of 88.2 

strokes per golfer). Francis Law, Vice President of Alumni Golf 

Club says that if the golfers keep on improving at this rate, the 

team could be heading towards winning the second runner-up 

award next year! The day culminated in a very enjoyable dinner.
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Event Roundup

Practice Makes Perfect  �
Nick Hon (1997 BSc (PHYS)) was so impressed with the feature on the Alumni Dragon 

Boat Club in the last issue of Alumni News, that he left a message on the club’s blog saying 

he wished to sign up. Now a member of the club, he has already participated in two races - 

Bank of China 54th Festival of Sports at Sha Tin Shing Mun River and another event at Deep 

Water Bay. The club holds practices at least once a week at Pak Sha Wan in Sai Kung, just 

off the shore of HKUST Hall 3 dormitory. Aside from water sessions, paddlers also jog and 

do fitness training. Nick says: “As a newbie, I found stamina so important for me to keep 

up with the stroke pace.” But it’s not only about power — teamwork and synchronization 

are crucial, especially when a crew can comprise as many as 20 paddlers. “To help achieve 

this, we take HD digital videos during our training,” explains Nick. “Everybody loves this. 

No matter how exhausted the crew is, everyone perks up instantly once the DV cam is 

switched on!” Visit the club blog at http://hk.myblog.yahoo.com/gbdragonboat. 

Regal Occasion  �
Almost 200 MBA alumni joined the HKUST MBA Alumni Association annual dinner 

2011 and Financial Times Ranking Celebration Party on March 5 at the Royal Hong 

Kong Yacht Club. During the dinner, HKUST President Prof Tony F Chan, HKUST 

Founding President Prof Chia-Wei Woo, Business School Dean Prof Leonard Cheng, 

MBA Program Director Prof Steve DeKrey and other faculty members celebrated with 

the MBA alumni at a pool-side BBQ dinner. It was an enjoyable night and in particular it 

was great to see some senior MBA alumni who graduated 10-plus years ago.  

Celebrating 
20 Years of 
Excellence  
The year 1991 saw the first batch of 

students enter the newly painted campus 

in Clear Water Bay. Over the intervening 

years, HKUST alumni have been displaying 

to the world the power of innovation and 

their “can-do” spirit. In celebration of 20 

years of excellence of our Alma Mater 

and the accomplishments paved by our 

alumni, the HKUST Alumni Association 

invites all alumni to take part in the annual 

dinner, which takes place on October 14, 

2011 at the Luk Kwok Hotel in Wanchai. 

A glittering line-up of music performances 

will be brought to the stage — the “Alumni 

Medley” is not to be missed! Stay in touch 

with new developments of this fantastic 

event at www.ustaa.hk, or call 8100 

6230 or email al_hkust@ust.hk for more 

information.
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Event Roundup

  On Song�
The new Executive Committee of the 

University Choir Alumni Association (UCAA) 

for the 2010-2013 session has been formed 

under President Christine Lee Tsz Kwan. 

For more details on the new committee, visit  

http://ihome.ust.hk/~al_choir. UCAA participated 

in the 16th Annual Performance of the University 

Choir on March 6, as part of the University’s 

20th-anniversary celebrations. It was a wonderful 

event, under the baton of Music Director 

and Conductor Chiang Wai Man with guest 

performers and fellow choir members. All past 

and current members of the University Choir  

are eligible to join UCAA. To apply, please send an application to al_choir@ust.hk including your personal information listed in the  

“Join Us” session of the website. 

Just the Business!  �
In this year of anniversaries, the undergraduate Global Business (GBUS) program is celebrating its 10th birthday with the launch of a long-

awaited alumni association — tentatively named Global Business Community. A final-year project (FYP) team has worked throughout the 

year to explore the best practices for setting up the association. Members 

would like to express their gratitude to all who have offered valuable advice. 

The first GBUS alumni event was held on April 26 to gather leaders from all 

fields. Wine experts were invited to share their knowledge on Spanish and 

French wines to an enthusiastic alumni audience. The event also served as 

a good base for the FYP team to collect feedback on the ideas they have 

to build a sustainable community. On a side note, students will organize the 

first student-led international business conference, the GBUS Conference on 

September 27 at Royal Plaza Hotel. Email to: gbusaa@gmail.com with your 

contact information if you are interested to hear more news about this.  

  Hot Topics�
The Accounting Alumni Association 

held a BBQ in April, to mark the transition 

from the old session’s executive 

committee to the new one. It was a 

very relaxing event, with members 

enjoying the food and happily chatting 

about their lives, the current situation 

of the Accounting Students’ Society 

and changes at the School. Through 

this BBQ, the understanding between alumni of different sessions 

was enhanced, and it was also a channel for Year 1 freshmen in particular to discover 

more about life after university through the sharing of experiences of graduates.
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Class Notes

What’s Happening with You?
Let your fellow alumni know about your good news – marriage, babies, business, career or 

other achievements! Fill in the online form at http://www.ust.hk/alumni/classnotes or email 

alumni@ust.hk

Ivan Mak
1996 BEng(COMP) / 
2001 MSc(COMP)
Janet Gu and I got married on 
August 9, 2010 at Changsha 
in Mainland China, and held 
our wedding banquet at 
the Renaissance Harbour 
View Hotel in Wanchai on 
December 12, 2010.

Jennifer Lo 
1999 BBA 
(ACCT) / 
2005 MSc(FA)
David and 
I recently 
welcomed 
the arrival of 
our daughter, 
Hayley Chan.

Willma Lau 
2001 BEng(CENG) / 
2006 MPhil(CENG)

Adrian Leung
2001 BEng(CENG) / 
2004 MPhil(CENG)

We are happy to 
announce that we got 
married on December 

30, 2010.

Amy Chan 
2002 BSc(ECOF)
Ricky Chui
2006 MSc(BIOT)
We were happy to share 
the joy of our marriage with 
all our former classmates.

Cherry Law
2002 BSc(CHEM)
Hydro Wong
2002 BSc(CHEM)
It’s our pleasure 
to share our 
happiness with 
everyone - our 
baby Aqua Wong 
was born on  
December 28, 2010.

Lee Tik Yan, Kat
2003 BBA(MGTO)
Chan Ting Him, Jim
2003 BEng(MEBS)
We got to know one another 
at PG Hall 2 in 2000 and 
we were happy to hold our 
wedding ceremony at the 
University Center, HKUST 
on October 1, 2010.

Hebbar Randhir
2009 MBA
I got married on 
September 10, 
2010 to Bhagyasri.
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Kit Ho
2002  

BEng(CSIE)-MC
Edward Huen

2002 BSc(BICH)
We are happy 

to announce our 
marriage on  

April 2, 2011.

Wong Wai-Kwok Benson
1996 MPhil(SOSC)
I joined the Department of Government and 
International Studies at Hong Kong Baptist University 
as Assistant Professor in September 2010.

Connie Luk 
2001 BSc(MATH)-PM 

Henry Li
2000 BSc(MATH)-ST

We have been married 
since February 2007, and 

were blessed with a girl, Li 
Yan Ching, who was born 

on August 18, 2010.

Craig Jo 
2001 BEng(CPEG)
I was very happy to have Dr Eden Woon as our guest of honor at the 
opening ceremony for the new office of our company, HK RFID Ltd. 

Rebecca Lee 
2002 BSc(MATH)-BM
Anthony Chow
2003 BSc(MATH)-BM
We are happy to announce that 
we got married on September 
18, 2010. We were so glad 
having all our friends from 
HKUST to share the happy and 
wonderful moments with us.

Fion Wong 
2002 BSc(CHEM)
Yam Fei 
2002 BSc(CHEM) / 
2004 MPhil(CHEM)
We are happy 
to announce 
our marriage on 
November 13, 2010.

Fanny Chu
2006 BEng(IEEM)
Billy Wong
2005 BEng(IEEM)
We are happy to 
announce that we 
got married on 
March 20, 2011.

Perkins Poon 
1998 BEng(CPEG)

Katrina Ngan
1998 BBA(ACCT)-MA

Not only is 2011 the 20th 
anniversary of HKUST, 

but Katrina and I also 
celebrate our 10th wedding 

anniversary this year. We got 
to know each other at the 

Students’ Union O’ Camp, 
where we were both leaders 
of the team. So I say ‘thank 
you’ to HKUST for not only 
giving me knowledge and a 

career but a family, too! 
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News flash

No. 1 in Asia!
We are extremely proud that the University has been ranked the 

top in Asia by the highly reputable QS Asian University Rankings. 

It is the first time that we have achieved this pinnacle and it comes 

as we celebrate our 20th anniversary. In fact, we are the youngest 

university in the global rankings. The QS Intelligence Unit noted 

that HKUST is strong across most of the indicators, with its truly 

international character setting it apart, and that we have the edge in 

research productivity, where the gap has widened in 2011. QS is the 

world’s leading information specialist in the higher education sector. 

The rankings are published annually and are based on relevant 

criteria including academic peer review, recruiter review, student / 

faculty ratio, papers per faculty, citations per paper, international 

faculty review and international student review. HKUST was placed 

second in 2010.

Global Coverage
The anniversary celebratory festivities go beyond borders. 

Alumni from different parts of the world have been heartened by 

the visits of President Tony F Chan and Vice-President Dr Eden 

Woon.  Over the past six months, alumni gatherings have been 

held in Beijing, Shanghai, San Francisco, Los Angeles, New 

York, Boston, Singapore and Zurich.

1. Go to Appstore

2. Download 24Reader

3. Search                             to view

Alumni 
Services on 
the Move
Keep up to date quickly and easily 

with alumni events and news 

through the Alumni Miniweb. 

View the new e-book 

version of the Alumni News on 

your smartphones and tablets 

in 3 simple steps.

Anniversary Round-up
The 20th anniversary is a time for 
alumni to embrace their collective 
memory and reflect upon the 
University’s impact on the world today. 
A program of events is taking place 
during this special year – and here’s a 
round-up of the highlights.

ALUMNI FACES
Each alumnus holds a piece of the University’s history and future 

in their hands. Visit http://alumfaces.ust.hk to discover the story 

of HKUST.
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News Flash
Prestigious Celebration
HKUST’s 20th Anniversary Grand Celebration 

was held on April 8 at the Hong Kong Convention 

and Exhibition Centre. It was officiated by the 

HKSAR Chief Executive Donald Tsang and the 

Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee of 

the National People’s Congress Prof Han Qide. 

Speaking at the event, Prof Han noted: “The 

University has made significant contributions 

to Hong Kong and the nation in driving the 

development of science and technology forward, 

and in serving as a model in higher education.”

It was announced that to mark HKUST’s 

contribution, a minor planet No.202784 was 

named “Gangkeda” – the Chinese abbreviation of 

HKUST – by the Chinese Academy of Sciences 

Purple Mountain Observatory in Nanjing, China. 

Another significant moment merged science and 

technology with traditional culture, as a robot 

performed a lion dance on stage. 

Final Call for Cards
Coming soon on campus will be an 
exhibition of a huge business card 
collage. To mark the joyous 20th birthday 
of HKUST, alumni are contributing their 
name cards to create a commemorative 
birthday gift to their alma mater. Have 
you sent your card in yet? Don’t miss the 
chance to submit your entry via http://
www.alumni.ust.hk/collage2011/.

Einstein Salutation
The University has joined hands with the 

Swiss Consulate, Swissnex China, the 

Hong Kong Science Museum and the 

Education Bureau to launch the “Einstein 

in Hong Kong” program. It incorporates an 

exhibition, academic conference, public 

lectures, music workshops and concerts, 

day camps for secondary students, and 

a writing workshop and competition, 

to celebrate the life and work of Albert 

Einstein, one of the greatest scientists of 

the 20th century. The events will run until 

August. 

Billy So
Programmer

Tel: 2114 2915  Fax: 2987 6847Email: alumni@hkust.com
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