
MATH 1324
Math for Business & Economics I

Fall 2014

Instructor
Austin Christian RBN 4038
achristian@uttyler.edu 903-565-5839 (Math Dept office)
Office Hours: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM TR MLC Hours: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM MWF.

Course Information
Meeting Time: MW 2:30 PM - 3:50 PM, RBN 3035

Prerequisites: Math THEA 270; Math SAT 500; Math ACT 21; C or better in MATH 0303; a
passing score on the algebra placement test.

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students should be able to do
the following:

–Demonstrate knowledge of basic functions, including polynomials, exponential functions, and
logarithmic functions.
–Apply these algebraic techniques to compute financial formulas such as calculating interest or
the present/future value of an annuity.
–Apply algebraic techniques to find solutions to systems of linear equations and linear pro-
gramming problems.

Materials: College Mathematics for Business, Economics, Life Sciences, and Social Sciences,
12th Edition. Barnett, Ziegler, and Byleen. ISBN 9780321614001

Evaluation
Your final grade in this course will be computed in the following way:

Quiz/HW Grade 18 × 10 180
Exams 1-3 3 × 180 540
Final Exam 1 × 280 280

Total 1000
Homework will be assigned following every lecture, and you are expected to complete all homework
exercises. Roughly twelve of these assignments will be taken up, without warning, and graded.
There will also be approximately twelve quizzes (also without warning). From these 24 (or so)
assignments, the top 9 homework and top 9 quiz grades will comprise your Quiz/HW grade.

Instructor’s Policies
Attendance Policy: Attendance is not mandatory but, for record keeping purposes, will be
taken at the beginning of each class meeting. You will receive a grade of 0 for any homework due
or quizzes taken during classes for which you are not present. (Unless excused, if you leave class
early you will be considered ”not present”.) You are expected to arrive on time, participate in
class discussions, and stay until the end of the lecture.

Academic Honesty: Any and all forms of academic dishonesty will be prosecuted to the fullest
extent allowed by the University. All work you submit is expected to be the product of your own
intelligent thought; if at any point I suspect otherwise, I reserve the right to require additional
work of you to verify your mastery of the course content.

Late Work: All deadlines are firm and late work is not accepted. As a rule, make-up exams
will not be given; the only exceptions are those mandated by the University and extenuating
circumstances about which I have been previously informed and which I agree merit a make-up
exam.
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Electronics: Please refrain from using cell phones, tablets, music players, etc. during class. I
find these very distracting as an instructor. There may be exams or quizzes during the semester
for which you are allowed to use a calculator; in those cases, you may not use any of the above
devices as a calculator. Only a basic, non-graphing calculator will be allowed.

University Policies
See http://www.uttyler.edu/academicaffairs/syllabuspolicies.pdf for a list of important university
policies regarding grade replacement, disability services, religious observance, etc.

Course Schedule
The following is a tentative schedule for the course. It should be used as a rough guideline for the
timing of topics and exam dates; the actual exam dates will be announced in class. I will do my
best to keep an updated version of this schedule available on Blackboard.

Date Topic(s)/Exam Date Topic(s)/Exam
8/25 Intro/Linear Eqs & Inequalities (1.1) 8/27 Graphs & Lines (1.2-1.3)
9/1 Labor Day 9/3 Functions (2.1)
9/8 Graphs & Quadratic Functions (2.2-2.3) 9/10 Polynomial & Rational Functions (2.4)
9/15 Exponentials Functions (2.5) 9/17 Logarithmic Functions (2.6)
9/22 Exam 1 9/24 Simple Interest (3.1)
9/29 Compound Interest (3.2) 10/1 FV of Annuity; Sinking Funds (3.3)
10/6 PV of Annuity; Amortization (3.4) 10/8 Exam 2
10/13 Systems of Linear Equations (4.1) 10/15 Matrices & G-J Elimination (4.2-4.3)
10/20 Matrix Operations (4.4) 10/22 Matrix Inverses (4.5)
10/27 More Matrices (4.6) 10/29 Input-Output Analysis (4.7)
11/3 Systems of Lin. Inequalities (5.1-5.2) 11/5 Linear Programming (5.3)
11/10 Review 11/12 Exam 3
11/17 The Simplex Method (6.1) 11/19 Maximization Problems (6.2)
11/24 Thanksgiving Break 11/26 Thanksgiving Break
12/1 Minimization Problems (6.3) 12/3 More Max & Min Problems (6.4)
12/10 Final Exam (2:45 PM - 4:45 PM)

Note: It is important to me that you never believe that you are sure to fail in this class. Mathe-
matics can be very challenging and is often frustrating, but you should never feel that succeeding
in mathematics is impossible. If at any point you feel that the coursework is beginning to slip
away from you, don’t hesitate to let me know. I am committed to helping you learn and enjoy the
material in this course and will do my best to help you succeed. (Also, I have a tendency to call
upon students to work example problems in front of the class. If this makes you uncomfortable,
please let me know.)

Disclaimer: This syllabus is intended to represent my expectations for the content and timing
of this course as well as possible. However, because these expectations may change as the semester
progresses, I reserve the right to modify course policies as the need arises. If this happens, students
will be notified in class.
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